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Latin American Caribbean Conference Focuses on the Effects of Globalization 
Nearly 40 sisters and associates from countries across 
the Americas attended the Latin American/Caribbean 
Conference (LACC) from July 21-25, 2008 in Belize. 
Congregational leaders from Australia, New Zealand, 
Ireland, Great Britain, the United States and Canada also 
joined the group.

Each country represented - Guyana, Argentina, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Belize, Jamaica and Peru - 
presented history; culture; details of their social 
conditions, including poverty; and the effects of 
globalization on their economies and environments.  

James Nickoloff, Ph.D., author and associate professor of religious studies at the College of the Holy Cross in 
Worcester, Massachusetts, and adjunct professor at Santa Clara University gave a presentation to the group. He 
guided them through a process to take their learnings of the problems in the many countries represented and 
prepare to “create something new, to transform the face of the earth, to create a new consciousness.” 

Other guest speakers from Belize shared their personal stories of the effects of globalization, unemployment and 
poverty, including Frank Lizama, Maureen Panton, Martita Sanchez and Lovette Nunez. They were joined by 
Belize’s Senator Godwin Hulse who pointed out that globalization was intended to ensure that the goods and 
services improved the physical well-being of all people but instead it serves the needs of large companies. 
“People must refocus and return to simplicity – good health, family values and a belief in its creator,” he said. 
“It is the only way we will be able to contain the monster.” 

Groups also discussed goals for focusing ministry and whether or not to continue LACC. Ultimately, the group 
decided to continue.

“I feel that we have revived ourselves and revalued this space, which is so valuable for us, the Sisters of Mercy.
I say this because there were moments when LACC seemed to be losing that strength and motivating flame that 
moved many of us, but the question that the organizing committee asked us—should LACC continue and 
why?—invigorated us to take a look at our history and recognize how valuable it has been, as well what it 
should be for us,” said Sister Carmen Rosa Ccallomamani.   

“That is why we have affirmed continuing LACC with great enthusiasm.” 

In addition, the LACC selected a new planning committee: Sister Caritas Lawrence, as a point of continuity; 
Sister Denise Lyttle, Caribbean; Sister Angélica Amparo González Haro, South America; and Sister Sandra 
Hernández López, Central America. The group determined that meetings would be held every four years, with 
the next one scheduled for February 2012 on the topic of the new cosmology.  



Caption: Nearly 40 sisters and associates from countries across the Americas attended the Latin 
American/Caribbean Conference. 

Dobrovolny Urges: Speak Out Against ‘Culture of Silence’ 
About 260 sisters and associates from NyPPaW attended 
the Community’s annual gathering at St. Bonaventure 
University in St. Bonaventure, New York, from July 18-
20, 2008. Sister Mary Kay Dobrovolny, Ph.D. (Omaha), 
delivered two talks during the event using Gospel stories 
to illustrate a spirituality of boldly speaking out against a 
“culture of silence” that allows oppression and gender-
based violence.

During one presentation, Mary Kay used the woman in 
Mark’s Gospel who was healed from a flow of blood as a 
model.

In the Gospel account (Mark 5:25-34), the anonymous woman touches Jesus’ cloak. As he notices his power 
leaving him, he asks who touched him. Although initially reluctant to come forward, the woman falls to Jesus’ 
feet and reveals herself. 

“Jesus is the one who calls her out of her silence and then acknowledges the significant role of her own bold 
and courageous action. While the power went out from Jesus, it was the woman who initiated the contact and 
made it possible for the healing power of God to restore her to full health,” said Mary Kay, who teaches 
theology and directs campus ministry programs at the College of Saint Mary in Omaha, Nebraska. 

Sister Rita Brocke said the talks helped her explore her humility as a woman. “We need to ask if we are being 
called to a different way of expressing humility by speaking out, taking stands and being prophets,” she said. 

The weekend celebration also included discussion and Liturgy. Jennifer Wilson was also formally received as a 
novice.—Gary Loncki, director of communications, NyPPaW

Caption: NyPPaW sisters and Mercy Associates discuss speaking out against oppression and gender-based 
violence July 19 following talks by Sister Mary Kay Dobrovolny, Ph.D., (Omaha). 

Sisters Participate in Anti-Racism Training 
From August 15-17, 2008, more than 40 sisters and associates across the Institute will participate in an 
introductory anti-racism training developed by Crossroads Ministry. After experiencing the training, the 
Institute Leadership Conference will hear participant feedback to determine if the process can be implemented 
Institute-wide. For more information, see page 4 of the July-August issue of ¡Viva! Mercy or view the 
Crossroads website at www.crossroadsantiracism.org.

Celebrations Blog Discontinued 
Effective August 7, 2008, the celebrations blog will be discontinued on www.sistersofmercy.org. All sisters, 
associates and companions who are seeking information about feast day dates for sisters across the Institute are 
invited to access the information regarding celebrations in MercySource.

To find the listings:  

Go to www.mercysource.org.



Enter the username and password to login. (Please note there is one username and password for 
MercySource. Please contact your Community office or Sister Regine Isaacs at 
risaacs@sistersofmercy.org to obtain the password if you do not already have it.)
Once logged in, click the link to 'Reports' on the left side of the page. 
On this page you will find the link to the 'Listing of Feast Days' and 'Listing of Jubilees' for all sisters, in 
chronological order. 
Scroll through the document to find the appropriate date.

Thank you for continuing to recognize and appreciate all of our sisters on these occasions of celebration! 
If you have any concerns about the removal of the celebrations blog, or feedback about the website, please 
contact Neisha Wilson at nwilson@sistersofmercy.org. 


