
 

Sisters of Mercy Mid-Atlantic Community 
Prayer Ritual for Meetings for January 2019 

 
Welcoming the New Year 

 
Greeting: 
V. Creator God, may we delight in the wonders of your ever-
renewing world, 
R. Rejoicing always in your indwelling presence in all things! 
 
Doxology 
 
Hymn: “I Sing a New Song,” Jody Abboud and the New Song Kids 
Choir, YouTube Music or Keith Green “Create a Clean Heart,” 
YouTube Music or “Sing a New Song” by Dan Schutte 
 

Psalm 51 Paraphrased – Prayer for a New Year 
 
Ant.: Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
 
L. O God of this new year that stretches before me, 
    “teach me the secrets of wisdom. 
    Purify me with hyssop until I am clean; 
    Wash me until I am whiter than snow.” 
 
 R. O God of this new year that beckons to me, 
     “create a clean heart in me, 
     Put into me a new and constant spirit.”  
 
L.  O God of this new year that holds out hope to me, 
       “be my savior again, renew my joy, 
     Keep my spirit steady and willing.” 
 
R. O God of this new year that gives me another chance, 
     “in your great tenderness wipe away my faults; 
     Wash me clean of my guilt 
     Purify me from my sin, 
     For I am well aware of my faults.” 
     Instill some joy and gladness into me.       Fresh Bread by Joyce Rupp  
 
ALL: Glory be to God, three in One, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Ant.: Create a clean heart in me, O God. 
 
Reading: 2 Corinthians 5: 17-19 – We are a new creation in Christ. 
 
 
 



 

Contemporary Readings:   
January is such a good time to deliberately set our steps forward, to begin again, to give 
ourselves over to the promises of the future. January is the month when we look, really 
look, at our life’s journey and rejoice over the gift of another year given to us. The 
perception of life that enables us to walk into a new year with this hope and confidence 
is the perception that we can begin anew, that we are constantly being offered fresh 
beginnings by God.       Fresh Bread by Joyce Rupp 
 
 
Letter of Catherine McAuley to Sister Mary Vincent Potter (Early 1839) 
 

“Let us now with the new year begin 
 to wrest from this tyrant his power  
not only avoiding all sin  
but piously passing each hour  
our humours and pride we’ll subdue 
and be mild and be meek as we can 
we will try to become quite – a new 
and entirely cast off the “old man”… 
Let us beg for renewed animation  
in discharge of our duties each day.” 
 
Question for reflection and sharing: 
What refreshing and renewing things do you desire and hope for in this new year? (for 
self, community, for ministry, for Church and society, for…) 
 
 
Concluding Prayer 
Compassionate God, you gift us with the opportunity to choose you anew with this new 
year of 2019. May it be a grace-filled one in which our hearts are attuned to your mercy 
and love! And may that grace overflow to the many that we serve, especially the most 
vulnerable and needy in our Church and society. We ask this through Our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the intercession of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
Blessing: 
May the Spirit of the Living God dwell within us! 
May the Spirit of the Loving God create new hearts in us!   
May the Spirit of the Creating God animate us to go forth in mercy!  


