
 
 

Proclaim Jubilee! 
Jesus Christ is the Face of God’s Mercy 

 
 
Leader: We praise you, O God, as the Merciful One. 
 
Response: We seek to discover your movements in us and in our world. 
 
Leader: Guide us to merciful ways. 
 
Response: Teach us to love tenderly, act justly and walk humbly with You. 
 
Hymn: “Blest be the Lord” by Dan Schutte 
 
Leader: 
When Pope Francis announced the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy that would open 
on December 8, 2015, he proclaimed this as a special time for the Church: a time when 
the witness of believers might grow stronger and more effective in revealing God’s mercy. 
 
 
Side 1: We need to constantly contemplate the mystery of mercy. 

It is a wellspring of joy, serenity, and peace. 
 
Side 2: Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. 
 
Side 1: Mercy: the ultimate and supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 
 
Side 2: Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the heart of every person who looks 

sincerely into the eyes of brothers and sisters on the path of life. 
 
Side 1: Mercy: the bridge that connects God and humanity,  

opening our hearts to a hope 
of being loved forever despite our sinfulness. 

 
 
Antiphon: O God, your love and your mercy follow me all the days of my life. 
 
Side 1: O God, my God, how utterly your presence fills all the earth! 

The stars sing your glory across the night sky. 
 
Side 2: When I look up at the vast heavens—the moon and the stars that you made 

And set spinning endless ages of space and time ago—I wonder at you. 
 
Side 1: What is humankind that you care so much for us, 

That in this wonder-filled and vast universe you chose such creatures as us? 
 
  



 
 

Side 2: You made us only a little less than yourself. 
You have crowned us with glory, honor and your great mercy. 

 
Side 1: Who are we, that you care so much for us? 

O God, my God, how utterly your merciful presence fills our hearts-- 
and all creation! 

 
All: Glory to you, three in one. 

Your mercy endures forever.  Amen. 
 
Antiphon: O God, your love and your mercy follow me all the days of my life. 
 
 
(Readings and reflection questions can be chosen and read with pauses between each.  
Then leave quiet time for reflection. Sharing may follow.) 
 
Reading 1: The Church is commissioned to announce the 

mercy of God, beating in the heart of the Gospel, which in its own way  
must penetrate the heart and mind of every person. 
It is absolutely essential for the Church and the credibility of her 
message that she herself live and testify to mercy.  Her language and  
her gestures must transmit mercy, so as to touch the hearts of all people and  
inspire them once  
more to find the road that leads to God. 

 
 

How might our words and deeds 
more clearly announce the mercy of God in our daily lives? 

 
 
Reading 2: Wherever the Church is present, the mercy of God must be 

evident.  In our parishes,our communities, associations and movements, in  a 
word, wherever there are Christians, everyone should find an oasis of mercy. 
 
How can our lives become ever more deeply "oases of mercy"? 

 
 
  



 
 

Reading 3: In mercy we find proof of how God loves us. God’s love and mercy are  
given entirely, always, freely, asking nothing in return. God comes to our aid  
whenever we call. 
The assistance we ask for is already the first step of God’s mercy toward us. 
God comes to assist us in our weakness.  And God’s help  consists in helping 
us accept God’s presence and closeness to us. Day 
by day, touched by God’s compassion, we also can become compassionate  
towards others. This Jubilee Year is dedicated to living out in our daily lives  
the mercy which God constantly extends to all of us. 
 
 
How might we open the door of our 
heart to receive God’s mercy and lavish that mercy on others? 

 
 
Reading 4: Without the witness of mercy flowing from contemplation of Jesus as the 

face of God’s mercy, life becomes fruitless and sterile, as if sequestered in a 
barren desert.  The time has come for the Church to take up the joyful call to 
mercy once more. 
It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of 
our brothers and sisters.  Mercy is the force that reawakens us to new life and 
instills in us the courage to look to the future with hope. 
 
 
In these unsettling times, how might you ready your heart to hear God’s “joyful 
call to mercy” 
in new and challenging ways that foster hope in the future? 
 

 
Quiet Reflection 
 
 
Sharing 
 
 
Intercessions 

 
Leader: O loving God, be with us as we gather together, one in heart and 

spirit. We pray through the intercession 
of Catherine McAuley and Frances Warde for all those in need: 

 
Response: In Jesus’ name, empower us to respond with mercy. 
 
  



 
 

Reader: 
 
When challenged to feed the hungry and give drink to the thirsty… 
 
When challenged to welcome the stranger and clothe the naked… 
 
When challenged to spend time with the sick and those in prison… 
 
When challenged to support the doubtful and the lonely… 
 
When challenged to overcome ignorance in ourselves and in the uneducated… 
 
When challenged to accompany the afflicted and distressed… 
 
When challenged to forgive those who have injured us… 
 
When challenged to reject all forms of anger, hatred and violence… 
 
When challenged to pray for the living and the dead… 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Leader: With Pope Francis, let us pray together:  
 
All: May the Holy Year of Mercy, by drawing us into the fathomless 

depths of God’s heart in  which no division dwells, be for all of us a privileged 
moment for strengthening communion, perfecting unity, reconciling 
differences, forgiving one another and  healing divisions, that our light may 
shine forth like “a city built on a hill” proclaiming God’s   boundless love and 
mercy to all.   Amen.  
 

 
Final Blessing 
 
 
Leader: May the Spirit of God create new hearts in us.  Amen 
 
Leader: May the God of mercy bless and protect us.  Amen. 
 
Leader: May our lives reflect the merciful love of Christ Jesus.  Amen.  
 
 
Paraphrase of Psalm 8 – William J. O’’Malley,SJ 
Readings and prayers adapted from Misericordiae Vultus 


