
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer for the New Year 
 

Reading 
We stand on the threshold of a new year. In the past year we have journeyed 
through darkness and light. We will know these places again and again in our 
lives because God’s path unfolds not in a straight line but in a spiral. We emerge 
onto each new threshold with the experiences of the passage we have just made, 
but we will understand the journey past only as we continue to embrace the path 
before us. Whether or not it seems sacred at first, a threshold can become a holy 
place of new beginnings as we tend it, wait within it, and discern the path beyond. 
                                                                                                            – Night Visions 
 
Leader: God of our past, our present and our future, 
 
All: You are the One from whom we come and the One to whom we go. 
 
Leader: Be with us in this new year, 
 
All: As we live out our common call to Mercy in the name of Jesus, our Way, 

our Truth and our Life. 
 



 

 
Lighting of Candles 
Reader 1: This is the candle of love and light. 
 We gather in the love and light of Christ, 
 rejoicing in God’s presence here with us, 
 anointing each other with peace and love.  
 
All: We entrust each other to God. 
 
Reader 2: This is the candle of the present. 
 This is where we are together. 
 Our time and our energy are gathered into this space. 
 Here we recognize one another. 
 We know one another and we are known. 
 Here we stand in awe of the marvelous things that   

God has done for us. 
 
All: We entrust the present to God. 
 
Reader 3: This is the candle of the past. 
 This is the time of memory for us: 
 a time filled with gratitude and joy, 
 a time marked by struggle, hard work, misunderstanding  

and frustration, 
 a time replete with grace and hope. 
 All that was is held by God in tenderness and love. 
 
All: We entrust the past to God. 
 
Reader 4: This is the candle of the future. 
 We light this candle because we believe in the past  

and in the present. 
 Because we have touched these times, 
 we know that there is energy that goes on ahead of us. 
 Because there is tangibleness, 
 because we have marked these times, 
 we have hope in the future. 
 
All: We entrust the future to God. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Antiphon: We entrust our future to you, O God. 
 
 
Side 1: Dear God, you sustain me and feed me: 
 Like a shepherd you guide me. 
 
Side 2: You lead me to an oasis of green, 
 to lie down by restful waters. 
 
Side 1: You refresh my soul for the journey, 
 and guide me along trusted roads. 
 
Side 2: The God of justice is your name. 
 Though I must enter the darkness of death, I will fear no evil. 
 
Side 1: For you are with me; your rod and staff comfort me. 
 
Side 2: You prepare a table before my very eyes,  
 in the presence of those who trouble me. 
 
Side 1: You anoint my head with oil, and you fill my cup to the brim.  
  
Side 2: Your loving kindness and mercy will meet me every day of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of my God forever. 
 
All: Glory to you, Three-in-One,  
 Your mercy endures forever. Amen. 
 
 
Antiphon: We entrust our future to you, O God. 
 
 
Song:  “In Every Age” – Janet Sullivan Whitaker 
 “You Will Find Me in Your Heart” – David Haas 
 
 
Leader: Let us envision ourselves as a circle of light, like the sun, possessing the 

power to send rays to any person or place in darkness. Let us name 
aloud, or in the silence of our hearts, all those persons, places or 
situations in need of light and peace at the beginning of this new year. 

 
 
 



 

Leader: Gathering these and all the prayers hidden deep in our hearts,  
let us pray: 

 
All: Heavenly Mother, heavenly Father, 
 Holy and blessed is your true name. 
 We pray for your reign of peace to come. 
 We pray that your good will be done. 
 Let heaven and earth become one. 
 Give us this day the bread we need; 
 give it to those who have none. 
 Let forgiveness flow like a river through us, 
 from each one to each one. 
 Lead us to holy innocence 
 beyond the evil of our days. 
 Come swiftly, Mother, Father, come! 
 For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy— 
 Forever your name is All-in-One. Amen. 
                                                                        – Parker Palmer 
 
 
Leader: Let us pray. 
 

God of this new year, we are walking into mystery. We face the future, 
not knowing what the days and months will bring to us or how we will 
respond. Be love in us as we journey. May we welcome all who come our 
way. Deepen our faith to see all of life through your eyes. Fill us with 
hope and an abiding trust that you dwell in us amidst all our joys and 
sorrows. Thank you for the treasure of our faith life. Thank you for the 
gift of being able to rise each day with the assurance of your walking with 
us, God of this new year, we praise you. Amen.  

                                                                                                               – Joyce Rupp 
 
 
Leader:  Light of Christ, being hope to our world. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Light of Christ, illumine our minds that we may see you. 
 
All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Light of Christ, kindle in us your fire. 
 
All: Amen. 


