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Prayer for an Ending Time 
Leaving a Ministry or a Community 

 
The leader is invited to make any changes in the prayer as well as choosing between 
suggested readings. 
 
Opening Prayer 
God who Journeys, we come together to pray for [name] who will be leaving us and 
moving on. We ask you to be by her side and walk with her. Help her to recognize the gifts 
she has shared with us, the gifts that will continue to grow in us, and the love that follows 
her. Amen. 
 
Psalm 67 
May God be gracious to us and bless us; 
may his face shine upon us. 
 
So shall your way be known upon the earth, 
your victory among all the nations. 
 
May the peoples praise you, God; 
may all the peoples praise you! 
 
May the nations be glad and rejoice; 
for you judge the peoples with fairness, 
you guide the nations upon the earth. 
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May the peoples praise you, God; 
may all the peoples praise you! 
 
The earth has yielded its harvest; 
God, our God, blesses us. 
 
May God bless us still; 
that the ends of the earth may revere him. 
 
Reflective Reading (suggestion for leaving a ministry) 
Who is a Woman of Mercy?  
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who has  
come to know the presence of God in her life through  
the lives of women and men of faith and Mercy.  
 
Thank you for the gift of Mercy 
 
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who  
has developed her gifts and has shared them with others.  
 
Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
 
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who  
has willingly served others in a multitude of  
ways. She has shared her love by  
being a welcoming presence to those who enter  
these hallways.  
 
Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
 
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who    
has shared her gifts with those in need. She has  
ministered with love, knowing that it is the  
“kind word, the gentle compassionate look and   
the patient hearing of sorrows” that are “prized  
more highly than gold.”  
  
Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
  
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who  
leads by example, bringing forth the best in  
others through her hard work and witness.  
  
Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
  
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who  
recognizes the dignity of all people and works to   
ensure social justice in the world.  
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Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
  
Who is a woman of Mercy? She is a woman who  
is ready to move on and assume another role  
as a force for good in the world. 
  
Thank you for the gift of Mercy  
 
                                              – ©Patricia Donlin, RSM, 2019 
 
Reflective Reading (suggested for leaving a Community) 
A reading from Catherine McAuley 
We have one solid comfort amidst this little tripping about: our hearts can always be in the 
same place, centered in God—for whom alone we go forward—or stay back. Oh may (God) 
look on us with love and pity, and then we shall be able to do anything He wishes us to 
do—no matter how difficult to accomplish—or painful to our feelings. If (God) looks on us 
with approbation for one instant each day—it will bring us joyfully on to the end of our 
journey. Let us implore (God) to do so at this season of love and Mercy. 
 
Reflective Reading (suggested when leaving for a new ministry) 
But in the contemplative journey, as we swim down into those deep waters toward the 
wellsprings of hope, we begin to experience and trust what it means to lay down self, to let 
go of ordinary awareness and surrender ourselves to the mercy of God. And as hope, the 
hidden spring of mercy deep within us, is released in that touch and flows from the center, 
filling us with the fullness of God’s own purpose living itself into action, then we discover 
within ourselves the mysterious plenitude to live into action what our ordinary hearts and 
actions could not possibly sustain. In plumbing deeply the hidden rootedness of the whole, 
where all things are held together in the Mercy, we are released from personal fear and set 
free to minister with skillful means and true compassion to a world desperately in need of 
reconnection. 
 
                                          – Cynthia Bourgealt, Mystical Hope: Trusting in the Mercy of God, page 98 
 
Words of Blessing for the One Who Is Leaving  
(All are invited to extend their hands in blessing) 
Leader: May you be blessed with courage, 
 As you experience change may you know the presence of God and the prayers of 

this community. 
 
All:  May you be blessed with courage. 
 
Leader: May you be blessed with hope, 
 As you move forward, may you hope in the God who surprises with gifts beyond 

expectations. 
 
All:  May you be blessed with hope. 
 
Leader: May you be blessed with trust, 
 As you let go, may you recognize the call of God to trust in all things. 
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All:  May you be blessed with trust. 
 
Leader: May you be blessed with gratitude, 
 As you move on, may you reflect on the gifts and graces received that prepare 

you for this next part of your journey. 
 
All:  May you be blessed with gratitude. 
 
Leader: May you be blessed with remembrance 
 As you leave us, know that there is forever a thread woven through your spirit 

connecting you with us. 
 
All:  May you be blessed with remembrance. 
 
All:  May you be blessed in knowing that you are loved, and that we who love you are 

full of joy as we celebrate your life in our midst and your dreams to come. Amen. 
 
Song Suggestions 
“Sarah’s Song,”  Colleen Fulmer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEv8mTHzp7o  
“The Blessing Song,” The Electrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pW7-UjIqZ_s  
 
Suggestions for Personal Reflection on Endings 
Praying our Goodbyes and Open the Door, Joyce Rupp 
Mystical Hope: Trusting in the Mercy of God, Cynthia Bourgeault 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yEv8mTHzp7o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pW7-UjIqZ_s

