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Prayer for Those Entering Palliative  
or Hospice Care 

 
Leader:  Merciful God, we come to you today recognizing that you are our strength in 

weakness and our hope in despair; we are yours in life and death. Sustain us for 
the journey of walking home to you. Today we ask that you give [name of loved 
one] the graces [he, she] needs to face whatever is ahead, trusting always in your 
loving and merciful care. We ask this in Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Hymns (choose from the following) 
“Precious Lord, Take My Hand,” Jim Reeves: https://youtu.be/ZNrVed6dP6s  
“Be Not Afraid,” Bob Dufford, SJ: https://youtu.be/snmwD6d9Xo4  
“You are Mine,” David Haas: https://youtu.be/Sgm9lkTNQmc  
 
Reading: 1 Pet 1:3-9 
Praised be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, God who in great mercy gave us 
new birth; a birth unto hope which draws its life from the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead; a birth to an imperishable inheritance, incapable of fading or defilement, which 
is kept in heaven for you who are guarded with God’s power through faith; a birth to a 
salvation which stands ready to be revealed in the last days. There is cause for rejoicing 
here. You may for a time have to suffer the distress of many trials, but this is so that your 
faith, which is more precious than the passing splendor of fire-tried gold, may by its 
genuineness lead to praise, glory, and honor when Jesus Christ appears. Although you 
have never seen him, you love him and without seeing you now believe in him and rejoice 
with inexpressible joy touched with glory because you are achieving faith’s goal, your 
salvation. 
 

https://youtu.be/ZNrVed6dP6s
https://youtu.be/snmwD6d9Xo4
https://youtu.be/Sgm9lkTNQmc
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Pause 
 
Invitation to Share Reflections at This Time 
 
Prayers of Petition  
Leader: Let us bring before our compassionate God the needs of our community – 
 
Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Reader 1: God of Compassion, we pray for all those who are facing serious illness. Grant 

them mercy and relief, forbearance and renewed life, and the ability to trust 
always in your love. We pray – 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Reader 2:  God of Compassion, we pray for the family and friends of [name]. Grant them 

faithfulness, resilience, gentleness, and patience. Let their hope be in you, as 
they companion [name] at this moment in [his/her] life. We pray –  

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Reader 3:  God of Compassion, we pray for those who serve to heal others. Bless and 

guide physicians, nurses, technicians, and all others who work for healing. 
Grant them wisdom and skill, compassion and patience. We pray – 

 
All:  Lord, hear our prayer.  
 
Leader:  In Baptism, we were signed with your cross as testimony that we are your 

beloved children. We now make the sign of the Cross on [name] as a reminder 
that [he, she] is your beloved child. May this signing be a symbol of our faith 
in you, our God, and a sign of our willingness to journey with [name] as [he, 
she] prepares for her ending days here on earth. 

 
Signing of the Senses with the Cross 
 
Our Father 
 
Closing Prayer 
All: O loving God, you are the source of health and healing. We ask you to look with favor 

on your servant, [name], keep [him/her] near to you and assure [him/her] of your love, 
faithfulness and life eternal. Let us go now in the peace of God to serve with tenderness 
and love. Amen.  


