
 

 
 
 
Leader  God our Creator,  
ALL  Be with us as we work to bring new life to this world. 
 
Leader  Word made flesh, 
ALL  Be with us as we struggle to grow into your image. 
 
Leader  Spirit advocate, 
ALL  Be with us as we bring mercy to all around us. 
 
Antiphon May we carry with us the dejected faces of our distressed sisters and brothers 

throughout the world and that of Mother Earth herself as we search for and construct 
the healings for which such dejection is pleading. 

– Adapted from Correspondence 322 of C. McAuley 
as quoted by Mary Sullivan in “Our Call to Weep and Act Mercifully” 

 

Side 1 We believe that where people are gathered together in love God is present and good things 
happen and life is full.  

Side 2 We believe that we are immersed in mystery, that our lives are more than they seem, that we 
belong to each other and to a universe of great creative energies whose source and destiny is 
God.  

Side 1  We believe that God is after us, that God is calling to us from the depth of human life. 
Side 2  We believe that God has risked Self and become human in Jesus and through us as we carry on 

God’s work. 



 

Side 1  In and with Jesus, we believe that each of us is situated in the love of God and the patterns of 
our life will be the pattern of Jesus — through death to Resurrection.  

Side 2 We believe that the Spirit of Peace is present with us, the Church, as we gather to celebrate our 
common existence, the resurrection of Jesus, and the fidelity of God.  

Side 1 And most deeply we believe that in our struggle to love, we incarnate God in the world. And so 
aware of mystery and wonder, caught in friendship and laughter, we become speechless before 
the joy in our hearts and celebrate the sacredness of life in the Eucharist. Amen. 

– Adaptation of PRAYER OF BELIEF – John Shea  

Antiphon May we carry with us the dejected faces of our distressed sisters and brothers 
throughout the earth and that of Mother Earth herself as we search for and construct 
the healings for which such dejection is pleading.  

 

Reading 
Above all, trust in the slow work of God. 
We are, quite naturally, impatient in everything to reach the end without delay. 
We should like to skip the intermediate stages. 
We are impatient of being on the way to something unknown, something new. 
And yet, it is the law of all progress that it is made by passing through some stages of 
instability –  
And that it may take a very long time. 
 
And so I think it is with you. 
Your ideas mature gradually – let them grow; 
Let them shape themselves, without undue haste. 
Don’t try to force them on as though you could be today what time (that is to say, grace 
and circumstances acting on your own good will) will make you tomorrow. 
 
Only God could say what this new spirit gradually forming within you will be. 
Give our Lord the benefit of believing that his hand is leading you, 
And accept the anxiety of feeling yourself in suspense and incomplete. 
        – Teilhard de Chardin 

 
Quiet reflection  
 
Intercessions 
 
Leader In Catherine’s day, the very few were wealthy; the many were very poor – pathetically, 
 desperately, unbelievably poor. Few thought anything could be done; some thought nothing 
 could be done. 
Side 1 In our day, we find our world to be the same. 
Side 2 Just God, rouse us to act with justice 
 
 



 

Leader In Catherine’s day, the sick poor were destitute of help. The number of doctors and health care 
 personnel being totally inadequate to Ireland’s needs, the poor were thought of little 
 consequence. 
Side 1 In our day, we find our world to be the same. 
Side 2 Loving God, empower us to love tenderly. 
 
Leader In Catherine’s day, the poor lacked knowledge, education, and opportunity. It was thought that 
 if the poor wanted these things enough, they would find a way to get them. 
Side 1 In our day, we find our world to be the same. 
Side 2 Awesome God, enable us to walk humbly with You. 
 
Leader Catherine was convinced that God wanted her to make some lasting efforts for the relief of 
 those who were poor, sick, or in need of education. 
All We too are called to make some lasting efforts to the needs of our day, and we ask to be 
 present in each moment so as to do so. 
 
Leader Trusting in your response, we together pray… 
  
 O Birther! Father-Mother of the Cosmos 
 Focus your light within us – make it useful. 
 Create your reign of unity now –  
 Through our fiery hearts and willing hands 
 Help us love beyond our ideals 
 and sprout acts of compassion for all creatures. 
 Animate the earth within us so we then  
 Feel the Wisdom underneath support all. 
 Untangle the knots within 
 so that we can mend our hearts’ simple ties to each other. 
 Don’t let surface things delude us, 
 But free us from what holds us back from our true purpose. 
 Out of you, the astonishing fire, 
 returning light and sound to the cosmos.   Amen. 

– Lord’s Prayer from the Original Aramaic (translation by Neil Douglas-Klotz) 
 

Closing Prayer (Suscipe of Catherine McAuley) 
 
Mi Dios, yo soy tuya por el tiempo y la eternidad. Enséñame a entregarme enteramente en los brazos de 
tu amorosa providencia con la más viva e ilimitada confianza en tu tierna compasión. Concédeme 
Redentor lleno de Misericordia, que lo que tú ordenes o permitas, me sea aceptable. Quita de mi 
corazón toda dolorosa ansiedad. Que nada me entristezca sino el pecado. Que nada me deleite sino la 
esperanza de convertirme en posesión tuya, mi Dios y mi Todo. En tu reino de eternidad. Amén. 
 
 
 

 


