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The Easter Blessing of Mary of Magdala 
and the Risen Christ 

 
Introduction 
The three times Mary of Magdala is spoken of by name in Scripture are times of 
accompanying, presence, and being sent. We reflect in prayer of the times when we 
accompany God in another, when we are called to be present to God in a suffering person, 
and when we are sent to proclaim the “Good News.”  
 
Leader: Christ is Risen! 
 
All: Alleluia! 
 
Leader: Christ has brought us New Life! 
 
All: Alleluia! 
 
Accompany 
Afterward he journeyed from one town and village to another, preaching and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom of God. Accompanying him were the Twelve and some 
women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities, Mary, called Magdalene, from 
whom seven demons had gone out, Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward Chuza, Susanna, 
and many others who provided for them out of their resources.  

– Luke 8: 1-3 
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Reflection: Who have you accompanied on their journey to God? Who has accompanied 
you on your journey to God? 
 
Response: Bless them with Peace. 
 
We thank you, God for the people you have placed in our lives.  
 
We thank you, God for the people who listen without judgment. 
 
We thank you God for the ability to see you working through another. 
 
We thank you God for the surprises of friendship and love. 
 
Presence 
Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 
Clopus, and Mary of Magdala. 

– John 19:25  
 
Reflection: Who has been with you in times of pain and suffering? Who have you been 
with in times of pain and suffering? 
 
Response: We pray, O God, for women and men who have lost children. 

Bless them with healing. 
 
We pray, O God, for women and men who suffer from physical difficulties.  

Bless them with healing. 
 
We pray, O God, for women and men who struggle with mental illness. 

Bless them with healing. 
 
We pray, O God, for women and men who suffer at the hands of others. 

Bless them with strength. 
 
We pray, O God for our brothers and sisters on the margins of society. 

Bless them with strength. 
 
We pray, O God for women and men who are treated without dignity. 

Bless them with strength. 
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Sent by Christ 
But Mary stayed outside the tomb weeping. And as she wept, she bent over into the tomb 
and saw two angels in white sitting there, one at the head and one at the feet where the 
body of Jesus had been. And they said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken my Lord, and I don’t know where they laid him.” 
 
When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus there, but did not know it was 
Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” She 
thought it was the gardener and said to him, “Sir, if you carried him away, tell me where 
you laid him, and I will take him.” 
 
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni,” which 
means Teacher. Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to me, for I have not yet ascended to 
the Father. But go to my brothers and tell them, ‘I am going to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God.’” 
 
Mary of Magdala went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and what 
he told her. 

– John 20:11-18 
 
Reflection: To whom are you called to share your resurrection story with? Where have you 
met Jesus? To whom will you go to proclaim the “Good News”? 
 
Let us Pray 
God, who calls, heals, and sends, help us to recognize your presence in the everyday 
moments of our lives. Help us to see you in those who have jobs in service to others. Help 
us to see you in people who are different from us. Help us to see you in those on the 
margins of our society. Help us to see you in those who have hurt us or others we love. 
Help us to see that in every person there is an innate goodness that comes from you. May 
we honor each person we meet as if we are meeting you. 
Amen. 
 
 
Song Suggestions 
Celtic Alleluia: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gz6lmXW955Q  
The Summons: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V0aAkOe87mo  
We Are Called: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CDljPsRIryo  
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