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Celebration of Pentecost/Shavuot 

 

Spirit of Life 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY    

 
Spirit of Life, come unto me, 

sing in my heart 
all the stirrings of compassion. 

Blow in the wind, rise in the sea, 
move in the hand, 

giving life the shape of justice, 
roots hold me close, wings set me free, 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 

 
– Carolyn McDade 

 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 16:9-11 
Seven weeks after you start your grain harvest, go to the place where the Lord chooses to 
be worshipped and celebrate the Festival1 in honor of the Lord your God. Bring him an 
offering as large as you can afford, depending on how big a harvest he has given you. Be 
sure to take along your sons and daughters and all your servants. Also invite the poor, 
including Levites, foreigners, orphans, and widows. 
 
Brief Pause 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Traditionally called the “Festival of Weeks,” and known in the New Testament times as “Pentecost”- so we 
celebrate with our Jewish companions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EcFZ32EHexY
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Second Reading: 1Corinthians 12:3b-7, 12-13 

Sisters and brothers, No one can say “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. 
There are different kinds of spiritual gifts but the same Spirit; there are different forms of 
service but the same Lord: there are different workings but the same God who produces 
all of them in everyone. To each individual the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
some benefit.  
 
As a body is one though it has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though many, 
are one body, so also Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether 
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free persons, and we were all given to drink of one Spirit. 
  
Quiet Reflection 

Leader: Pentecost is a time of awakening spirit.  At this moment of awareness, we offer 
our grateful  prayers and needs to the God who has enriched our land with the life and 
witness of an immigrant presence. And so we pray:       

Response: Tender God, receive our prayer 

♦ In thanksgiving to the God who has drawn many peoples into our nation for the 
building of the vision of true justice and peace, let us pray… 

 

♦ In thanksgiving for the full richness of life and gifts which come to us in the lives of 
our sisters and brothers in all of creation, let us pray… 

 

♦ In thanksgiving for the many opportunities to meet new people and share experiences 
since this is how bridges of peace and love begin, let us pray… 
 

♦ For an end to the sad legacy of violence, poverty, untreated disease, despair which so 
often is inflicted upon the poor of our world, let us pray… 

 

♦ For the times that the mighty, the wealthy, and those in the majority of our land 
shattered the dreams of the poor and the minorities in our midst; for our refusal to 
embrace those who are different than ourselves, let us pray… 

 

♦ For those who have died, especially those who suffered violent deaths at the hands of 
injustice, or who suffered in martyrdom for justice's sake, let us pray… 
 

Brief Pause 
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Leader: 
The time of testing is here. 
Words like fortitude and valor  
Mean something among people again. 

You must start out and continue on. 
You have to leave the place  
Where everyone worried about rank and money, 

Old agreements will weaken and break. 
You don’t have to go back and be silent like fish 
Pulled up out of water. 

Be glad refining fire is around you. 
Laugh as you stand on this doorsill. 
Out of your dry thorn opens a rose garden. 

 The world is new … 
When the sun comes up, have you noticed 
How some individual stars, by which 

 I mean human beings, begin to brighten?      
 
                              – Rumi 

 
       
Closing Prayer 
As we gather the harvest of blessings shared through Spirit work in us and this time 
together, let us be mindful of Divine Presence in all creation and the invitation to 
inclusivity that this awareness brings. May our lives and ministries evidence this Oneness 
that we are. We pray and live this in Jesus’s name.     So be it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


