
 

PRAYER RITUAL FOR OCTOBER 2018 

GATHERING THE GRACES OF AUTUMN 

                                                                                                    

 
INVITATORY 
Leader:  
   O Generous God of both seed and harvest, we come to praise you for your goodness to us. 
ALL:   
   May we ever be thankful and grateful for all that we are and have. 
ALL: Glory be to the Father… 
  
SUGGESTED HYMNS: All Good Gifts by Heilsman and Kevin Keil; For the Beauty of the Earth by 
Kocher and Monk; All My Days by Dan Schutte and J-Glenn Murray 
 
AUTUMN PSALM OF CONTENTMENT 
 
O sacred season of Autumn, be my teacher, 
   for I wish to learn the virtue of contentment. 
As I gaze upon your full-colored beauty,  
   I sense about you 
   an at-homeness with your amber riches. 
 

You are the season of retirement, 
   of full barns and harvested fields.  
The cycle of growth has ceased,  
   and the busy work of giving life is now completed. 
I sense in you no regrets:  
   you’ve lived a full life. 
 

I live in a society that is ever-restless,  
   always eager for more mountains to climb, 
   seeking happiness through more and more possessions. 
As a child of my culture, 
   I am seldom truly at peace with what I have. 
Teach me to take stock of what I have given and received; 
   may I know that it’s enough,  



 

   that my striving can cease 
   in the abundance of God’s grace. 
May I know the contentment 
   that allows the totality of my energies  
   to come to full flower. 
May I know that like you I am rich beyond measure. 
 

As you, O Autumn, take pleasure in your great bounty, 
   let me also take delight 
In the abundance of the simple things of life 
   which are the true source of joy. 
With the golden glow of peaceful contentment 
   may I truly appreciate this autumn time. 

Edward Hays, Prayers for a Planetary Pilgrim 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Luke 12: 22-32 
 
REFLECTION QUESTIONS: 
 How is God calling you to take delight in the abundance of the simple things of life?  
 

What are some of the graces and blessings that you experienced during the spring and 
summer seasons? 

 
FAITH SHARING 
 
 
CONCLUDING PRAYER: 
 

God of all seasons, we thank you for Autumn. 
We thank you 
for the touch of coolness in the air that gives us a new burst of energy, 
for the coloring of trees that shows the creativity of the Divine Artist, 
for the falling leaves that reveal the strength of the branches, 
for the hues of fields that bring peace to our souls, 
for the smiles on pumpkins that bring joy to children, 
for the fall harvest which brings us gratitude for the bounty of our land, 
for this change of seasons that reveals the circle of life.  
God of all seasons, as you transform the earth, transform us by your Spirit. 
Amen 

Doug Leonhardt, S.J. 
 

 


