
 

 
 

Prayer to Bring the Gift of  
Hope to Our World 

 
Introduction 
As we enter into this harvest time in the northern hemisphere, let us take time 
to reflect on the gifts we have been given. In our thankfulness for gifts 
received, let us respond to the needs of our world as called forth by our 
Institute Chapter. 
 
Leader: God of Creation, 
 
All: Help us to be co-creators with you. 
 
Leader: God of Resurrection,  
 
All: Help us to let go in order to experience transformation. 
 
Leader: God of Presence, 
 
All: Help us to see you in both the joys and sorrows of life. 
 
 



 

Psalm 1 (Nan Merrill, Psalms for Praying) 
Right: Blessed are those 
 Who walk hand in hand with goodness, 
 Who stand beside virtue, 
 Who sit in the seat of truth; 
 
Left:  For their delight is in the Spirit of Love, 
 And in Love’s heart they dwell day and night. 
 
Right: They are like trees planted by streams of water,  
 that yield fruit in due season 
 And their leaves flourish; 
 
Left: In all they do they give life. 
 
All: Glory to you, three in one. Your mercy endures forever. Amen 
 
 
Reading: Chapter 2017 Recommitment – Called to New Consciousness 
The Sixth Institute Chapter has come to believe that the God of Mercy, 
Wisdom and Mystery is calling us, as Sisters of Mercy of the Americas, an 
international and intercultural community, to deepen our relationship with God 
and one another, and to intensify our work in communion with others who 
seek a more just and inclusive world. We recognize a yearning for oneness in 
all of creation, in all peoples and within our Institute. Our suffering world calls 
us to speak and act with integrity and clear intention. 
 
 
Reflection 
Let us take time to reflect on the Critical Concerns as restated by the  
2017 Chapter:  
 
We hear a demand to embrace anew our Critical Concerns through the lens of 
nonviolence, and  

• to grow in our personal practice of nonviolence and peacemaking, 
actively collaborate with communities and organizations that foster 
peace and nonviolence and work to change violent systems and 
structures;  

• to work zealously toward the sustainability of all life by caring for 
Earth’s ecosystems, addressing global climate change, advocating for 
the fundamental right to clean water and committing ourselves to an 
integral “ecological conversion”1;  



 

• to continue our commitment to eliminate personal, communal and 
institutional racism while working to dismantle structures, policies and 
processes that oppress;  

• to advocate for the intrinsic value of women’s lives and to promote 
equality of women in Church and society;  

• to act in solidarity with migrants, immigrants, refugees and victims of 
human trafficking, seeking with them a more just and inclusive world. 

 
1Pope Francis, Laudato Si’ 

 
 
Sharing 
Which statement speaks most strongly to you? 
 
What is one action you are able to commit to at this time? 
 
 
Prayers of Petition 
Each person should form a prayer for one of the Critical Concerns. Please 
respond to each petition with: God of Mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 
Closing Prayer: Colossians 3:15-17 
Always be thankful. Let the message of Christ, in all its richness, find a home 
with you. Teach each other, and advise each other, in all wisdom. With 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms and hymns and inspired songs to God; 
and never say or do anything except in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God the Father through him. Amen. 


