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New Year 2016 
Mercy Received and Mercy Given 

 
 
Leader: Come. Let us contemplate the Mystery of Mercy as we welcome the New Year. 
All: It is a wellspring of joy, serenity and peace. 
  
Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in 
the heart of every person who looks sincerely into the eyes of his brothers and sisters on 
the path of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and humans, opening our hearts to 
the hope of being loved forever despite our sinfulness.   – Pope Francis 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Loving and forgiving are you, O God. Slow to anger, rich in kindness, loving and forgiving 
are you.   – Scott Soper, OCP 
 
Pause for reflection. 
 
Mercy is the name of our God. Mercy is the call to be a human being who feels with other 
human beings who suffer and are in need. Mercy is the essence of the Gospel and the key 
to Christian life. Mercy is the best and most beautiful news that can be told to us and that 
we should bring to the world.   – Cardinal Walter Kasper 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Loving and forgiving are you, O God. Slow to anger, rich in kindness, loving and forgiving 
are you.   
 
Pause for reflection. 
 
MERCY 
The quality of God’s loving tenderness living within us, 
The quality of God’s affection pouring out gifts on us, 
The quality of God’s compassionate forgiveness  
 healing our incompleteness, impotence, capriciousness and waywardness, 
  is God’s Mercy 
  which is above all God’s works.   – Sister Joanne Regan, RSM 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Loving and forgiving are you, O God. Slow to anger rich in kindness, loving and forgiving 
are you. 
 
Pause for reflection. 
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Sing a song that celebrates the Mercy of God: 
 
 Hark the Herald Angels Sing, Mendelssohn, Wesley 
 God of Mercy, Lou Fellingham (on YouTube) 
 Lift Up your Hearts to the Lord, Roc O’Conner, SJ 
 
Leader: Come. Let us contemplate our call to Mercy as we welcome the New Year. 
All: May we respond wholeheartedly so that we may be ever more deeply steeped in 

Mercy.  
 
Our mercifulness as the community and family “of Mercy” will be most persistent, 
powerful, and effective if it too, like God’s, arises from felt sorrow, sympathy, and self-
expenditure. Somehow, led by God’s unsurpassable example and help, we must 
simultaneously be Jeremiahs, Isaiahs, and Jesus’ disciples—crying out against the 
debilitating ignorances and insensitivities that cause such suffering and destruction, 
proclaiming hope even against hope, and then doing the healing, self-expending deeds of 
mercy and justice.   – Mary Sullivan, “Our Call to Weep and Act Mercifully” 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Give us new hearts, O God. Give us new hearts, O God. Give us hearts of Mercy, hearts that 
are renewed.   – Michael Herry, SMS 
 
Pause for reflection. 
 
Let us open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the wounds of our brothers and 
sisters who are denied their dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to heed 
their cry for help! May we reach out to them and support them so they can feel the 
warmth of our presence, our friendship, and our fraternity! May their cry become our own, 
and together may we break down the barriers of indifference that too often reign supreme 
and mask our hypocrisy and egoism!   – Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 15 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Give us new hearts, O God. Give us new hearts, O God. Give us hearts of Mercy, hearts that 
are renewed. 
 
Pause for reflection. 
 
We are called to show mercy to others because mercy has first been shown to us. 
Pardoning offences becomes the clearest expression of merciful love, and for us Christians 
it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse ourselves.  At times how hard it seems to 
forgive! And yet pardon is the instrument placed into our fragile hands to attain serenity of 
heart. To let go of anger, wrath, violence and revenge are necessary conditions to living 
joyfully!   – Pope Francis, Misericordiae Vultus, 9 
 
Say or sing: 
 
Give us new hearts, O God. Give us new hearts, O God. Give us hearts of Mercy, hearts that 
are renewed. 
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Pause for reflection. 
 
Sing a song that urges us to be persons of Mercy.  

Tender Hearted, Jeanne Cotter 
Pour Out Compassion and Mercy, Breige O’Hare 

 
 
Leader: Come. Let us contemplate the Door of Mercy as we welcome the New Year. 
All: Let us be as a Door of Mercy for all people. 
 
 

THE DOOR OF MERCY 
 

The Door of Mercy is double-hinged, 
swinging in, opening out, 
sturdy, yet easily moved. 

My friend says: You only have to knock once, 
and you only have to knock lightly. 

The Door of Mercy rests on the threshold of need. 
Its single key is kindness, which is always in the lock. 

Faithfulness is its lintel, 
hope and healing the strong jambs either side. 

The Door of Mercy might be splendidly red, 
it could be an unobtrusive brown. 
It will need to be carefully handled 
and its fittings are locally sourced. 

Mostly the Door of Mercy stands ajar. 
In spirit and in flesh you cross its threshold each day, 

often unmindful, but sometimes, 
and increasingly, amazed at its potent familiarity. 

The smell of the food of home wafts out, 
the blood of the wounds of the earth flows in. 

It is not immediately apparent 
which side is which of the Door of Mercy, 

since they interchange fluidly, 
pain and promise etched sharply on both. 

Blessing is for all who come and go, stay and return, 
helper and helped, 

all belonging, each bestowing. 
My friend says: You have only to knock once, 

and you only have to knock lightly. 
The God of Mercy, whose door it is, 

Is always home. 
        – Mary Wickham, RSM 
 
Pause for reflection. 
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Intercessions (Sheila Carney, RSM) 
 
In the words of Pope Francis, “It is time for the church to take up the joyful call to Mercy 
once more. It is time to return to the basics and to bear the weaknesses and struggles of 
our brothers and sisters. Ready to respond to this call to mercy, we pray for the needs of 
our world.  
 
Our response will be: May we be signs of your Mercy. 
 
Your people hunger for food and love, for education and adequate healthcare, for freedom 
and safety. Your people thirst for justice, for clean water, and so we pray… 
 
Your people long to be known, they long for a homeland, for right relationships, for 
welcome. They long to see your face. Your people suffer from ills of body, mind, and sprit. 
Your Earth suffers from pollution and degradation, and so we pray… 
 
Your people are imprisoned in unjust structures and political regimes, in dangerous 
relationships, in demeaning work environments. Your people seek compassion, comfort, 
companionship and counsel, and so we pray… 
 
You have called us Mercy, to be responsive to the needs of Earth and of all people, and so 
we pray… 
 
For whom and for what else shall we pray… 
 
Closing Prayer 
 
Each time we cross the threshold of the Holy Door, our God, may we be reminded that we 
are indeed called to the ministry of Mercy.  We ask for the grace to live lives worthy of this 
call—to be signs, in active and practical ways, of the tender love with which you embrace 
us all. In this New Year and Holy Year strengthen our resolve to work for the 
transformation of our world to a place where all know themselves to be blessed and 
welcomed as you welcome us to this holy place and time.  Amen. 
 
 


