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Sisters Attend Vocations Summit 

 
INSPIRE: Called to Love, a Vocations Summit of the 
Diocese of Ogdensburg, took place on September 
25, 2016, in Lake Placid, New York. Seven Sisters of 
Mercy participated in this summit that focused on 
the need to develop a culture of vocations in 
parishes throughout the diocese. 
 
Bishop Terry La Valley, the bishop of Ogdensburg, 
stated that he invited the diocese to reflect on the 
“Universal Call to Holiness,” and ponder how to 
create a culture of vocations. The keynote address 
was given by Bishop Robert Barron. There were 
three breakout sessions. Bishop Christopher Coyne 
spoke on “Spirituality of the Church and Vocations”; 
Jennifer Fulwiler spoke on “Promoting Vocations in a 
Francis World”; and George Weigel spoke on 
“Mission, Evangelization, and Vocations.” A youth 
rally, including a concert was held for teenagers 
present at the event. 
 

Sister Ivette Diaz, RSM, vocation minister, along with several sisters from Lake 
Placid, staffed a table promoting vocations. Approximately 3,500 people were in 
attendance.  
 
(Pictured in the photo are Sister Camillus O’Keefe, RSM, far right, and Sister Ivette Diaz, RSM, 
immediately behind her. They are with fellow Sisters of Mercy from Lake Placid.) 
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Retreat Presented at St. Catharine Academy 
 

 
 
Sister Theresa Saetta, RSM 
 

 

Sisters Theresa Saetta, RSM, and Ivette Diaz, 
RSM, recently presented a retreat program, 
Mercy: We are Called to Bring Mercy to the 
World, to the Junior Class at St. Catharine 
Academy in the Bronx in New York. The 
students reflected on how they practice the 
Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy. They 
also had an opportunity to have an experience 
of praying with art. The students became 
readily engaged in the experience as they 
drew images that were the fruit of their 
reflection on Scripture. 
 
Following are thoughts shared from students 
who participated: 
 
“The most meaningful thing we did was the 
interpretation of Scripture through drawing or, 
in other words, art. Everyone created 
something out of two texts and no one was 
judged for their work.” 
 
“Getting in touch with mercy was most 
meaningful. Walking out of that gym after the 
retreat, I felt like a brand new person. I 
immediately wanted to better myself.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sister Ivette Diaz, RSM 
 


