
New Membership Attends Washington, DC, Events 
 

A Capitol Experience 
By Sister Theresa Saetta, RSM 
 
Equipped with tools of understanding and 
insight—supplied by Institute Justice Team 
members Jean Stokan, Marianne Comfort and 
Maggie Conley, as well as from members of the 
Catholic social justice lobby NETWORK—
students from five different Mercy universities 
began their trek to “The Hill,” as part of 
Ecumenical Advocacy Days which took place in 
Washington, DC, in April. Vocation ministers 
Sisters Mary Kay Dobrovolny, RSM, and Terry 
Saetta, RSM, joined them during this hands-on 
advocacy experience, deepening their passion 
for the Critical Concern for Immigration. A 
number of students themselves are relatively 
recent immigrants to the United States, while 
others have college friends whose stories evoke 
the trauma and violence of forced migration 

due to the instability of their countries of origin. All agreed that examining the root causes of 
immigration, in particular from the perspective of Honduras, enabled them to connect, by way of 
personal stories, to their state senators and district representatives in Washington. 
 
Joining the Mercy students and their university professors, who were sponsored by the Conference for 
Mercy Higher Education, during this week of learning was challenging, yet inspiring, as together we 
voiced our passion for the rights of our brothers and sisters who gravitate to our borders. We urged our 
elected officials in Washington to realize that the desire to simply live in peace and raise their families 
in safety, without fear of retribution and death will continue to drive people to flee to our doors as 
refugees and asylum seekers. A clear DACA bill, a compassionate immigration process and path to 
citizenship will reflect America’s greatest values and reflect Mercy’s deep concern for those on the 
margins of society. 
 
 
Sisters Attend Panel Presentation 
By Sister Megan Brown, RSM 
 

Sisters Jennifer Barrow, RSM, Danielle Gagnon, RSM, Margie Tapia, RSM, and 
Megan Brown, RSM, attended a panel presentation in Washington, DC on May 29, 
2018. The panel was composed of young women religious who authored chapters of 
the book In Our Own Words: Religious Life in a Changing World. Sister Amanda 
Carrier, RSM, who authored the chapter entitled “The Compassion the World Needs 
Now” was one of the panelists. Sister Ellen Dauwer, SC, executive director of the 
Religious Formation Conference, describes the book in this way:  “This book was 
born of an expressed need of newer religious for more contemporary work on 
religious life and the vows. The voices of its thirteen authors pulse with new energy 
that both inspires and challenges readers. They offer new interpretations to this 

constantly evolving lifeform in our Church and world today.” 
 
The book is available on Amazon. 

Sister Theresa Saetta, RSM, (far left) with students and 
professors from Misericordia University (Dallas, Pennsylvania), 
Gwynedd Mercy University (Gwynedd Valley, Pennsylvania), and 
Carlow University (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) at Senator Bob 
Casey's office while in Washington, DC, for Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days in April 


