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New Membership Update 
Advent 2015 Road Trip, Year of Mercy 2016 

 
During Advent, Sisters Ivette Diaz and Theresa Saetta, the vocation ministers of the  
Mid-Atlantic Community, traveled to each geographic area. Their purpose was threefold: to 
introduce Sister Theresa, to pray with the sisters, and to ask for their ideas in Vocation 
Promotion during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. A warm welcome awaited them in every 
Mercy dwelling as they engaged in prayer and conversation about the present initiatives of 
Vocation Promotion. Terry and Ivette asked the sisters to brainstorm what qualities they 
want to see in women seeking to become Sisters of Mercy. Naturally, as daughters of 
Catherine McAuley, ever true to the charism they share, the sisters affirmed again and 
again the qualities by which each Sister of Mercy strives daily to live. (See graphic below.) 
 

 
 
The sisters engaged in lively conversation over ways to form relationships with young 
people. As experience attests, vocation stories nearly always begin with a relationship with 
a Sister of Mercy, who encourages and invites a woman to get to know the community. It is 
this invitation to a viable and joyful life of service that the vocation ministers strive to 
highlight in all of their vocation activities, especially during this Year of Mercy. Suggestions 
from the community included: inviting young women to retreat days, Days of Recollection, 
Mercy ceremonies (liturgies, professions), service projects, visits to college campuses, and 
natural connections where Mercy sisters minister. Creative ideas emerged from sisters 
who have technical savvy: Create an app by which young people would be curious to 
connect and engage with the Mercy community! 
 
Ivette invited sisters to become pen pals with young people who might be interested. 
Though most young people today are connected through social media electronically,  
who doesn’t like receiving a letter or card though the mail? Sisters in each area  
expressed interest in being pen pals with students in Mercy high schools in the  
Mid-Atlantic Community. During the second semester, Terry and Ivette are planning a  
visit to speak with high school principals and campus ministers about this initiative.  
Watch for their update in Mid-Atlantic Messages. 


