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Sisters (left to right) Kathleen Quinn, RSM, Marie Cook, RSM, and 
Anne Fleming, RSM, show their support of these Chapter Acts at the 
recent Pre-Assembly Meeting in New York. 

Sisters Prepare for the Assembly 
  

 Over 251 members attended the first two Pre-Assembly meetings in 
New York and New Jersey. 
 The first business of the day was the registration of all Deliberative 
members. The presentations began with a prayer incorporating the image of 
the Duomo in Florence, Italy, and using a letter from Catherine McAuley in 
conjunction with the song, “All Are Welcome.” Next, members participated 
in a visioning process about the emerging Mid-Atlantic Community and  
engaged in conversations about the Chapter Acts. 
 After lunch, presenters from the Governance Task Force presented 
the updated version of the Proposed Governance System which  
incorporated members’ feedback. Next, Leadership members explained the 
plan for Administrative Services of the Mid-Atlantic Community. 
 “The more you hear this information, the more you understand it,” 
says Margaret Kelly, RSM, who attended the first meeting in New York. 
“We need to trust in God above as he leads us toward the Mid-Atlantic 
Community.”   
 “We are truly waking up to a new dawn,” says Ann Wootten, RSM, 
who attended the second meeting in New Jersey. “We don’t know what that 
day will bring, but we’re willing to go forward to that day and dawn.” 
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Leadership Teams Plan for 
the Mid-Atlantic Community 

Mark your  
calendars for 
one of these 
four Fall 
Consultation 
Meetings: 

 

Saturday,  
October 14, 
2006 - 
Merion 

 

Saturday,  
October 28, 
2006 - 
Brooklyn 

 

Saturday,  
November 4, 
2006 - 
Dallas 

 

Sunday,  
November 5, 
2006 - 
New Jersey 

 

 

 

 Representatives from five Work Groups recently met with the  
Mid-Atlantic Leadership Teams during their March meeting in Sea Isle,  
New Jersey. 
 Pat Kenny, RSM, chairperson of the Housing Work Group  
presented the group’s recommended policies. Leadership members divided 
into small groups to discuss aspects of the draft policy and give feedback to 
the Housing Work Group.  

Secretary Rhea Bean, RSM, and chairperson Mary Anne Nolan, 
RSM, from the Life Development Work Group shared the process, values, 
and rationale behind the development of their policies and procedures and  
presented policies for leadership input. This Work Group plans to be on the 
agenda for the Fall Consultations in 2006.  
 Leadership Liaison Lee Guirreri, RSM, from the Technology Work 
Group informed the teams of the proposed search process for the  
Mid-Atlantic Director of Technology. Leadership requested that this Work 
Group defines the technological goals needed for the Mid-Atlantic  
Community, so they can make an informed decision about this position. 
                                                                          (continued on page three) 
  

Listening intently to presenters from some of the Mid-Atlantic 
Work Groups at the recent Mid-Atlantic Leadership Teams 
meeting are (left to right) Anna Marie Saltzman, RSM, Mary 
Waters, RSM, and Lee Guirreri, RSM. 
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Representing the Mid-Atlantic at the Associate conference in Scotts-
dale, Arizona are Terry Agliardi (lewft), Bette Gallaher (center) and 
Kathy Schiro (right).  
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Mid-Atlantic Leadership Team members (left to right) Eileen 
Lowden, RSM, and Mayon Sylvain, RSM, study their notes  
regarding the housing policies at the recent Mid-Atlantic  
Leadership Teams meeting. 

Leadership Teams Plan for 
the Mid-Atlantic Community 

                                                                                 (continued from page two) 

 Pat Carroll, RSM, of the Finance Committee reported that the 
search for a Chief Financial Officer is underway. Pat Vetrano, RSM,  
leadership Liaison from the New Membership/Incorporation Committee 
informed the Leadership Team members that 11 sisters from the  
Mid-Atlantic participated in the discernment weekend for New  
Membership Ministry.  She shared the process and experience of the  
weekend.  Women willing to be considered for the ministry were to   
respond by March 24, 2006. 

Marie Kieslich, RSM, a member of the Institute’s Integration 
Team gave an update of the work of that group. She also commented on 
the experience of equality she feels among the Mid-Atlantic Leadership 
Teams. “You have a wonderful working relationship based on prayer, faith, 
and your love of Mercy. I am very energized by you,” says Marie. 

The next Mid-Atlantic Leadership Teams meeting will be  
Wednesday, May 31, through Friday, June 2, 2006. 
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Life Development Work Group 
Consults with Leadership 
by Rhea Bean, RSM 
 
 During the March meeting in Sea Isle, New Jersey, of the  
Mid-Atlantic Leadership Teams, representatives from the Life  
Development Work Group presented its proposed policies and  
procedures. 
 After the life development policies were presented to members at 
the 2005 Fall Consultations for review and feedback, the Work Group  
began reworking the policies and developing the accompanying  
procedures.  Although the initial consultations indicated very strong  
affirmation for the policy drafts, the Work Group considered every  
comment and suggestion as they reworked the policies and prepared the 
procedures for implementation.  Leadership members provided the Work 
Group with another source of insight and experience that will influence 
their continuing work. 
 In the months ahead, the Work Group plans to prepare the final 
draft of the proposed policies and procedures for membership feedback 
at the 2006 Fall Consultations.  Following that, any appropriate  
modifications will be made before the proposed policies and procedures 
are presented to the new Mid-Atlantic Leadership Team for  
implementation. 

M I D - A T L A N T I C  N E W S    

Members of the Life Development Work Group (front row, left to right) are Anna 
Jarkowsky, RSM, Leadership Liaison Mariette Schmidt, RSM, Mary Jo Kearns, RSM, 
(middle row) Leadership Liaison Eileen Toole, RSM, Margaret Anne O’Connor, RSM, 
Mary Anne Nolan, RSM, (back row) Mildred Rossiter, RSM, Dorothy Hagan, RSM, and 
Rhea Bean, RSM. Not pictured are Maureen Jessnik, RSM, and Judith Smith, RSM. 
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 Join other members of the Mid-Atlantic Community on a weekend 
retreat “Centered in Mercy” in Sea Isle, New Jersey, from April 7 to April 9, 
2006. This time for prayer, shared conversation, and reflections focusing on 
the lived-experience of vowed life will be facilitated by Mary Pat Garvin, 
RSM, who interfaces spirituality and psychology.  Mary Pat has conducted 
guided retreats on Mercy themes at Mercy International Centre, the Well of 
Mercy (NC), and Ensleigh Mercy Centre (England).  The cost is $100.  
To register, contact Mary Anne Nolan, RSM, manolanrsm@aol.com, as 
soon as possible at 610-527- 4072.   

This Lent Explore  
Catherine’s Legacy and Life  

 

Members of the Mid-Atlantic Archivists Committee recently met in  
Merion, PA, and toured that Regional Community’s Heritage Room.  
Pictured (left to right) are Ellen Marie Robarge, RSM, Elizabeth 
O’Hara, RSM, and Joan Freney, RSM. Not pictured is Virginia 
Baeder, RSM,  Sharon Gallagher, RSM, and Leadership Liaison  
Ann O’Connell, RSM. 
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Representing the Mid-Atlantic at the Associate conference in Scotts-
dale, Arizona are Terry Agliardi (lewft), Bette Gallaher (center) and 
Kathy Schiro (right).  
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Assembly Planning Committee’s 
Work Continues 
 The Assembly Planning Committee for the Inaugural Mid-Atlantic  
Assembly met in Watchung, New Jersey, on Sunday, March 26. 
 Registration for the Assembly begins on Saturday, April 1, 2006, and 
ends on Monday, May 1. To register for the Assembly, visit the Mid-Atlantic 
website at www.mercymidatlantic.org under the Members section. (You need 
a user name and password which can be obtained from your Regional  
Community communication contact.) Click on the Assembly registration link 
which is highlighted in blue. If you are not familiar with the web, ask a friend 
to help you through this process. Members of the Associate Task Force have 
also been invited to the Mid-Atlantic Inaugural Assembly.  
 Mega-conference calls will be scheduled the weeks of May 21, May 28, 
and June 4.  You will receive a printed mailing in April which will detail the 
time and dates of the calls, a booklet of biographical sketches for all  
nominees, and an informational sheet outlining essentials of the content of the  
conference calls and the processes to be followed. The moderators for these 
phone calls will be Julia Upton, RSM, Regina Ward, RSM, and Peggy 
Costa, RSM. 
 Procedural guidelines for the Assembly will also be posted on the  
Mid-Atlantic website in the near future. Deliberative members need to review 
the guidelines and submit any comments to Sheila Browne, RSM, and/or 
Ivette Diaz, RSM, by April 15.  (See contact information in the paragraph 
below.) The Assembly Planning Committee will then determine the final  
set of procedural guidelines. 
 Any deliberative member who can not attend one of the  
Pre-Assembly meetings is required to notify a member of the Assembly  
Planning Membership Committee, Sheila Browne, RSM, at  
scbrowne@aol.com or 516-364-4340 or Ivette Diaz, RSM, at 
vickiersm@yahoo.com or 718-828-9630. 
 

 

 

 

Do you have 
any extra 
logo items 
from your 
ministry or 
Regional  
Community? 

 

The Assembly 
Planning 
Committee is 
looking for 
door prizes 
for the  
Mid-Atlantic 
Assembly. 

Contact  
Regina Ward, 
RSM, of  
Merion at 
rward@ 
merion-
mercy.com if 
you do. 

      A disc jockey with a karaoke machine will be used at  
      the party on the night elections have ended. If you have 
      any special song requests, please contact Regina Ward, 
      RSM, at rward@merion-mercy.com 
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Representing the Mid-Atlantic at the Associate conference in Scotts-
dale, Arizona are Terry Agliardi (lewft), Bette Gallaher (center) and 
Kathy Schiro (right).  
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Children in Wilkes-Barre Housing Project 
Learn about Endangered Species 
 Thanks to a grant from the Pennsylvania Partners in the Arts,  
children in Luzerne and Lackawanna County in Pennsylvania will have the 
chance to learn about local endangered species through sculpture. 
 In the next three years, JoAnne Jones, RSM, an artist and sculptor,  
hopes to partner with local programs that serve ‘at-risk’ children and senior 
citizens to teach them about native toads, dragonflies, salamanders, and  
turtles and help them artistically express images of these creatures. Through 
this program known as “Voices of the Creatures” she also plans to create a 
series of six sculptures of these endangered species, pending funding. 
 JoAnne will visit children in after school programs at both sites of the  
Dallas-sponsored McGlynn Learning Center in Wilkes-Barre. Over 180  
children are enrolled in these two after school programs.  
 “The children come after school to do their homework, have a hot 
meal, be tutored if needed, use the computers, and keep busy with positive 
activities,” says Miriam Francis Stadulis, RSM, the director of the center 
for the past 17 years. With a staff of two including Associate Betty  
Griesmer and a multitude of volunteers from local colleges including College 
Misericordia, the children have a safe place to go after school within their 
housing complex.  

                            (continued on page eight) 

At the McGlynn Learning Center, a family enrichment program in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, JoAnne Jones, RSM, (far right) with the help of Miriam Francis 
Stadulis, RSM, the Center Director, (left) teaches Michael Vreeland (far left) and 
Myuanna Fitzgerald (right) about two endangered species in Pennsylvania. 
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Children in Wilkes-Barre Housing Project  
Learn about Endangered Species   (continued from page seven) 
 “Life is not easy where these children live. They are exposed to poverty, 
crime, drugs, violence, death, and other elements that can make life difficult, just like 
the endangered species.  Through creative experiences, children can gain their own 
voices,” says JoAnne.   
 Using a large puppet named Bethany, JoAnne introduces the children to 
these endangered creatures and talks about the importance of taking care of the 
earth, one of the Institute’s Chapter Concerns. She tells the children about the  
destruction of the Susquehanna River due to garbage, pollution, and coal mine  
residues.  Then, the children are given clay or another medium to make their own 
models of these creatures.  JoAnne even plans a field trip to the river as a follow-up 
to the art project, so the children can look for some of these endangered species.  
 “Through art, we can further education about taking care of the earth and 
the importance of clean water,” says JoAnne. “Learning about endangered species, 
such as toads and dragonflies, can help us reach out to others about the importance 
of reverencing the earth.” 

Jonathan Seabrook, a  
student at the McGlynn  
Learning Center, feels the 
texture and bumps on the 
back of a toy toad.  

Ky-Shaun Gilliard, a student 
at the McGlynn Learning 
Center, shows Sister 
Miriam his clay creation. 

JoAnne Jones, RSM, of Dallas, uses a 
puppet to talk to children about 
endangered species. 


