
 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Mercy – September 24 

(This prayer is designed to be used as Morning and/or Evening Prayer, and may be adapted according to individual 
and/or community practice.) 

Leader:  Blessed is she who believed, for God has done great things for her. 

All:       Mary, Mother of Mercy, be with us as we pray. 

Leader:  Glory to You, God of all peoples.  To Jesus, healer and friend,  
 
All:     To the Spirit dwelling within, Praise be yours forever.  Amen. 

 
PSALM ANTIPHON:  Lord our God, in you is mercy found. 

PSALM 138 

(Prayerfully listen to the Hymn:  Eternal Is Your Love by: Liam Lawton – from the Album:  
Gathered for God – (Can be purchased from iTunes for $1.29 or from GIA Publications 
www.giamusic.com for $2.59)   

Eternal  is your love, eternal is your love, Lord our God; your faithfulness abounds.  Eternal is your 
love, eternal is your love, Lord our God, O Lord our God.  Lord our God, in you is mercy found. 

1.  I thank you, Lord, with all my heart; you have heard the words of my mouth.  In the 
presence of the angels I praise you.  I bow down toward your holy temple. 

 
2. All earth’s kings shall thank you, O Lord, when they hear the words of your mouth.  They 

shall sing of the ways of the Lord,  “How great is the glory of the Lord!” 
 

3. The Lord is high, yet he looks on the lowly, and the haughty he knows from afar.  You give 
me life though I walk amid affliction; you stretch out your hand against the anger of my foes. 
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OR 

RECITE:  PSALM 138  (PSALMS FOR PRAYING, BY NAN C. MERRILL) 

I give You thanks, O Blessed One, with my whole heart;  
before all the people I sing your praise;   
I was humbled when I came to see that You dwell in me,  
in the Holy Temple of all souls; my gratitude knows no bounds! 
 

For You are the Holy one, the Breath of our breath.   
On the day that I called, You answered me;  
the strength of my soul You increased. 



 
 

All the leaders of the earth shall one day praise You,  
When your Word awakens in every heart;  
And they shall proclaim the new dawn of Light and Love.   
 

Great will be the radiation of your Glory! 
For  even as You are the Most High,  
You are Friend to the lowly;  
the arrogant close their hearts to your love and guidance. 

 
Though I walk in the midst of trouble,  
You preserve my life;  
You are a very Presence as I face my fears and doubts;  
Your strength upholds me.   
 

You guide me as I pray to fulfill my purpose on earth;  
You do not forsake those who call upon You.   
Your steadfast love and truth endures forever. 

 
Glory to You, God of all peoples. To Jesus, healer and friend,  

To the Spirit dwelling within, Praise be yours forever.  Amen. 
 

ANTIPHON:  Lord our God, in you is mercy found 
 

Readings on Mercy  
(Select one or two readings from the following) 

 
Catherine McAuley could have been insulated and isolated against the miserable poverty of 
Dublin. Instead she recognized the call of the Spirit, and accepted it with a grateful love and 
a willingness to put it at the service of others. As recipient of God’s mercy, she saw herself as 
steward. Gifts given were gifts for others. Direct and practical in her response, she went out 
into gutter and garret to teach, to soothe and to shelter. She had discovered that her 
charism, her gift for others, was mercy, a charism to the cutting edge of brokenness or 
imbalance. Giving outward expression to this inner grace, with a singularly keen eye for the 
special needs of her time and an astute perception of the methods by which they could be 
successfully met, she quickly attracted others drawn by a similar call to respond to the 
action of God in their lives. 
Keiss, Isabelle, rsm, and Joanna Regan, rsm. Tender Courage: A Reflection on the Life and 
Spirit of Catherine McAuley, First Sister of Mercy. Chicago: Franciscan Herald Press, 1988, p. 47. 
 
Catherine McAuley’s spiritual theme song was MERCY. She saw herself before God as one 
who received everything from His divine bounty; a beneficiary of His redemptive love, who 
felt obliged to be a channel of this Mercy towards others. In a very real sense she 
endeavored to make ‘social and communal’ her own ‘individual and interior’ experience of 
God’s Mercy (Dives in Misericordia, n.4) as she opened her heart to Him and her hands to 
her neighbor. It was therefore a special feature of her charism to interpret for those with 
whom she came in contact the Gospel message of mercy and to spread the good news of 
God’s unchanging love for His people. … 



 
 

The call to the perfection of charity was for Catherine McAuley a call to be merciful as the 
Heavenly Father is merciful. This made it possible for her to weave the peace, the goodness, 
the compassion and the tenderness of Christ into the way she worked out her apostolate; an 
apostolate which could be described as sustained witness to the ‘loving kindness [tender 
mercy] of the heart of our God who visits us like the dawn from on high’ (Luke 1:78). And as 
she counselled her Sisters along this way of Mercy, she herself performed the Spiritual and 
Corporal Works of Mercy ‘with great charity and tenderness, with energy and sweetness, 
with great humility and diffidence in self.’  (Retreat Instructions, p. 63) 
Bolster, M. Angela, rsm. Documentary Study for the Canoni zation Process of the Servant of God Catherine 
McAuley, Founder of the Congregation of Sisters of Mercy 1778 – 1841 (Positio Super Virtutibus). Rome, 
1985, p. 816. 
 
“Mercy, the principal path pointed out by Jesus Christ to those who are desirous of 
following Him, has … excited the faithful in a particular manner, to instruct and comfort 
the sick and dying poor…” 
McAuley, Catherine. “Rule and Constitutions of the Religious Sisters of Mercy,” in Mary C. Sullivan, 
rsm, Catherine McAuley and the Tradition of Mercy. Notre Dame: University of Notre Dame Press, 1995, 
p. 297. 
 
“What a beautiful truth of faith this is for our lives: the mercy of God! God’s love for us is so 
great, so deep; it is an unfailing love, one which always takes us by the hand and supports 
us, lifts us up and leads us on.”  

Pope Francis 
 

“I have a dogmatic certainty: God is in every person's life. God is in everyone's life. Even if 
the life of a person has been a disaster, even if it is destroyed by vices, drugs or anything else 
- God is in this person's life. You can - you must - try to seek God in every human life.” 

Pope Francis 
 

“SWEET MERCY” 
Sweet Mercy! Soothing, patient, kind: 

softens the high and rears the fallen mind; 
knows with just rein and even hand to guide 

between false fear and arbitrary pride. 
Not easily provoked, she soon forgives: 
feels love for all, and by a look relieves. 

Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives, 
removes our anguish and reforms our lives; 

makes the rough paths of peevish nature even, 
and opens in each heart a little Heaven. 

Catherine McAuley 
 
Catherine McAuley has been described as a ‘woman who allowed the experiences of her life 
to speak to her; and she listened for ministry out of this discernment . . . . She was quick to 
be flexible and quick to respond to need: all with a deep faith in the providence of God 
working in her and forming and re-forming her according to the changing needs of the 
people whom she saw around her.’ (Mary Ann Scofield, rsm, “Toward a Spirituality of 
Mercy”) From her discernment, her reading of the signs of the times, she was aware of a 



 
 

great hunger for God among the spiritually malnourished Irish poor.  For this reason, her 
mediation of Mercy was as much a praying as a doing apostolate. Prayer was the basis of 
her work in the school, on the visitation and in the House of Mercy. 
Bolster, M. Angela, rsm. Documentary Study for the Canoni zation Process of the Servant of God Catherine 
McAuley, Founder of the Congregation of Sisters of Mercy 1778 – 1841 (Positio Super Virtutibus). Rome, 
1985, pp. 828 – 29. 
 
. . . Catherine lived a fairly balanced life. Indeed she was a woman committed to being an 
instrument of God’s mercy to those most particularly in need. She was also a woman who 
was united with the compassionate sufferings of Jesus Christ particularly by her presence 
with those persons who are poor. At the same time, 
she was a woman in need of the tender mercy of God, and she was open and receptive to 
this mercy as it was manifested in the events of life and in the myriad kinds of relationships 
she had with others.   

MARY ROSE BUMPUS, “OPEN RECEPTIVITY TO THE MERCY OF GOD.” 
 
Romans 12:1 – 2 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies 
as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you 
may discern what is the will of God-- what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 
Focus Questions for Reflection and/or Sharing: 

 
What are others saying to us about their need for God’s mercy and their desire to participate 
in this healing and creative energy? 
 
Do we need to deepen our understanding that mercy is the sign of God’s care for the 
universe and, consequently, grow in our ability to trust that the presence of God’s mercy is 
at work in the world? 
 
Can we let go of our concerns about our ultimate destiny or about the ultimate destiny of 
our institutions just enough that we might sense the next movement of the Spirit in our 
communal life? 
 
Might we come to that deeper gratitude of heart which Catherine evinced in her daily life for 
all the ways in which God’s love surrounds us? 
 
ANTIPHON FOR THE CANTICLE:  Recognizing our own human weakness, we know that only 
through God’s mercy can we be merciful. 
 
  



 
 

CANTICLE OF ZECHARIAH 
 

Praise the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who shepherds the people and sets them free. 
 

God raises from David’s house a child with power to save. 
Through the holy prophets God promised in ages past 
to save us from enemy hands, from the grip of all who hate us. 

 
The Lord favored our ancestors recalling the sacred covenant, 
the pledge to our ancestor Abraham, to free us from our enemies, 
so we might worship without fear and be holy and just all our days. 
 

And you, child, will be called Prophet of the Most High, 
for you will come to prepare a pathway for the Lord 
by teaching the people salvation through forgiveness of their sin. 
 

Out of God’s deepest mercy a dawn will come from on high, 
light for those shadowed by death, a guide for our feet on the way to peace. 
 

Glory to You, God of all peoples. To Jesus, healer and friend,  
To the Spirit dwelling within, Praise be yours forever.  Amen. 
 

(OR) 
 

CANTICLE OF MARY 
 

I acclaim the greatness of the Lord, I delight in God my savior, 
who regarded my humble state.   
Truly from this day on all ages will call me blest. 
 

For God, wonderful in power, has used that strength for me. 
Holy the name of the Lord!  
Whose mercy embraces the faithful, one generation to the next. 

 
The mighty arm of God scatters the proud in their conceit, 
pulls tyrants from their thrones, and raises up the humble. 
 

 The Lord fills the starving and lets the rich go hungry. 
God rescues lowly Israel, recalling the promise of mercy, 
the promise made to our ancestors, to Abraham’s heirs for ever. 
 

Glory to You, God of all peoples.  To Jesus, healer and friend,  
To the Spirit dwelling within, Praise be yours forever.  Amen. 

 
ANTIPHON FOR THE CANTICLE:  Recognizing our own human weakness, we know that only 
through God’s mercy can we be merciful. 
 



 
 

INTERCESSIONS 
 
Rain down your love on us, O God of Mercy.  Fill us with the spirit of compassion and justice.  
Guide us to merciful ways and enable us, with Mary, Our Lady of Mercy, to sing your praise.  We 
come before you today to pray for all those in need of your mercy. 
 
For those most vulnerable to oppression or neglect, we pray: 
 ~ Compassionate God, pour out your mercy upon them. 
 
For those who seek a kind word, a gentle compassionate look, or the patient hearing of their 
sorrows, we pray:   
 
For those who are poor, sick, or uneducated, we pray: 
 
For those who are in need of safe shelter, warm clothes, or nourishing food, we pray: 
 
For those struggling to forgive or be forgiven, we pray: 
 
For those seeking justice for themselves or others, we pray: 
 
For those who serve others through the spiritual and corporal works of mercy, we pray: 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
PRAYER:   God of mercy and compassion, fill us with the same spirit of obedience and 
love that filled Mary.  Through her intercession, may we be people of mercy and justice.  
Give us the confidence in you that will sustain us and give us life.  May your desires come to 
fulfillment in and through us.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING :   We adore you, O God, as the Merciful One.  Amen. 
  We seek to discover your compassion in our world.  Amen 
  We desire to love tenderly, act justly, and walk humbly with you.  Amen 

	


