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The electronic revolution caused significant changes to occur in productivity of  factories, 
systems of  processing of  raw materials, marketing and distribution of  goods and services. 
“In a society so often intoxicated by consumerism and hedonism, wealth and extravagance, 
appearances and narcissism, [Jesus] calls us to act soberly, in other words, in a way that is 
simple, balanced, consistent, capable of  seeing and doing what is essential....Amid a culture 
of  indifference which not infrequently turns ruthless, our style of  life should instead be devout, 
filled with empathy, compassion and mercy, drawn daily from the wellspring of  prayer” (Pope 
Francis, December 2015). The lure of  shopping centers around the world presents an example 
of  places where people are explicitly exposed to an environment that welcomes and encourages 
consumption. Some may go to a mall to buy products and end up using credit cards, locking 
them into a financial system of  capitalist globalization. As we have been considering Thomas 
Merton’s story, which is his epiphany in Louisville, Kentucky, at Fourth and Walnut, his stance on 
nonviolence and his understanding that greed is the root of  violence, let us imagine his message 
to us if  he were alive today.

Reflection questions to ask myself in prayer and/or engage with others in conversation:
Have I looked at the stories of  violence caused by competition for the basics of  daily living? 
In what ways has that helped me understand this more actively? Am I willing to change my 
approach to purchasing? Can I pray for the courage to ask others to do the same?

Who is supporting me/us in making tough choices? Whom am I/are we supporting? Have I 
initiated the conversation with others in order to come up with concrete steps to make changes 
(e.g., choosing to purchase goods where fair wages are being paid)? 

Can I commit to reading the justice resources and publications available on the Institute website 
to magnify the lens of  nonviolence, violence and greed?

With whom can I look deeper at this concern and choose an action?

“May I live gratefully and simply today.”
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