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Building Relationships with Muslim Neighbors During Ramadan 

Sisters at McAuley Convent in Cincinnati are making an 
extra effort to learn about the religion of their Muslim 
employees during the holy month of Ramadan, June 6 – 
July 5. They are viewing videos about Islam, praying a 
special petition each day at liturgy and evening prayer 
and fasting as they are able. Below, Farzana Abdul Rab, 

originally of Afghanistan, talks with Sisters Lucy Beischel, Brigid Danaher and Mary 
Clare Windholtz. 

Throughout the U.S., Mercy is taking steps to counter the Islamophobia and outright 
anti-Muslim violence too 
prevalent in our country 
that includes promises by 
some officials and 
candidates to restrict 
Muslim immigration and 
even place limits on 
Muslims’ worship. Sisters 
and associates have 
been visiting mosques 
and participating in 
interfaith forums over the 
past few months to learn 
more about their Muslim 
neighbors and build 
relationships. 

In anticipation of Ramadan, the Extended Justice Team developed a toolkit with 
suggestions for joining our Muslim sisters and brothers in the tradition of prayer, fasting 
and giving of alms during this holy month. You may access that here. As a more public 
stance against Islamophobia, the Institute Justice Team has signed onto a statement of 
Washington, D.C.,-based national Catholic organizations that counters hateful anti-

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/22/us/Crimes-Against-Muslim-Americans.html?_r=3
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/12/22/us/Crimes-Against-Muslim-Americans.html?_r=3
http://www.sistersofmercy.org/files/images/Justice/Racism/Ramadan-toolkit-English.pdf
https://franciscanaction.org/article/national-catholic-advocacy-organizations-release-statement-standing-our-muslim-brothers
https://franciscanaction.org/article/national-catholic-advocacy-organizations-release-statement-standing-our-muslim-brothers


Muslim rhetoric and violence. Mercy also issued a statement calling for prayers after 
the shooting in Orlando, Florida, that states that “fear, Islamophobia and ignorance 
should not prompt this shooting to be classified as an action based in religious 
principles.”  

This is yet another way to #MakeMercyReal in this Jubilee Year of Mercy. We’d love to 
hear all the ways in which you choose to #MakeMercyReal. Forward stories and 
photos to yearofmercy@sistersofmercy.org

 

EARTH 

Albany Mercys Participate in Global ‘Break Free’ Actions 

Mercy Associates Kathy Quick 
and Marilyn Hart, Sister 
Kathleen Pritty, Associate 
Joanne Scheibly and Sister Julia 
Werner, pictured from left to 
right, participated in the Hands 
Across the Hudson Flotilla in 
Albany, NY, as part of global 
Break Free from Fossil Fuels 
actions in mid-May. This 
“kayaktivism” blocked passage 
of barges carrying fracked oil out 
of the Port of Albany. The 
actions in Albany also included a 
march to the Port of Albany and 
to a low-income housing 

community where only a chain-link fence separates apartments from rows and rows of 
parked oil tank cars.  

 

Calling for Climate Action by Elected Officials, Companies 

With little hope of significant climate legislation in the current U.S. Congress, Mercys 
are finding ways to urge legislators and corporations to address this critical issue. 
Among the examples: 

 Sisters Kay O’Brien and Kathleen Erickson were among those who joined world-
renowned NASA climate scientist Dr. James Hansen at a rally outside a meeting 
of Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway companies. Hansen introduced a 
resolution calling for the companies to conduct a climate risk assessment, while 
the advocacy group Bold Nebraska delivered a petition with the same demand. 

http://www.sistersofmercy.org/about-us/news-and-events/prayer-for-victims-of-the-orlando-shooting/?t=news
mailto:yearofmercy@sistersofmercy.org
mailto:yearofmercy@sistersofmercy.org


 Mercys in Michigan urged their state senators to reject two bills that turn back 
Michigan’s efforts to promote clean, renewable energy. These measures would 
increase the cost of installing roof-top solar panels, thus making them less 
competitive with fossil fuels, increase air and water pollution, provide no 
enforcement mechanism for Michigan’s clean energy goals, and jeopardize the 
state’s growing clean energy economy 

 Sister Rose Marie Tresp, justice director for the South Central Community, invited 
two parishioners at her church in North Carolina to join her and others with 
Citizens Climate Lobby at a meeting with U.S. Rep. Patrick McHenry to seek 
support for a proposal to impose a fee on carbon and return the funds collected 
to taxpayers.  

 

Mercy Center in Philippines Aims to Heal Earth 

Mercy Sister Helen Bongolto, at left, has responded to climate 
change and the need to heal Earth by founding the Mercy 
Center for Alternative Re-creation of Earth (MCARE) in 
Jimenez, Misamis Occidental, Philippines. The center has 
planted native and fruit-bearing trees and herbs, created an 
animal farm and established a vegetable garden. Programs 
include an Earth walk, ecological solid waste management, 
ecological awareness and spiritual enrichment. Sister Helen 
plans to focus on creation-centered spirituality and sustainable 
agriculture and to offer a learning center for teaching ecology 
and advocating for the use of alternative medicines using the 
herbs sold at the center’s store.  

 

 

 

 

Guam Suffering from Drought from Historic Weather Patterns  

The South Central Justice Office has shared reports from earlier this spring of a 
drought in Guam, a U.S. territory in the western Pacific Ocean where Sisters of Mercy 
have a presence. Increasingly dry land caused grass fires to break out and the drying 
up and yellowing of crops. If the drought persists, residents’ tap water could taste 
saltier as more ocean water gets sucked into the aquifer as fresh water supply dips. 
The drought is attributed to a historically strong El Niño effect. 
 

Webinar Looks at Human Rights Impacts of Fracking 

The Institute Justice Team moderated a webinar that examined the human rights 
impacts of fracking and fracked-gas infrastructure. Featured was Tom Kerns of the 
Permanent People’s Tribunal on the Human Rights Impacts of Fracking, which will look 
at the costs of this extractive practice on human health, the environment, the climate, 
local decision-making and the social fabric of communities. Mercy Sister Mary 

https://citizensclimatelobby.org/?


Pendergast, Ecology Director for the Northeast Community, shared about her activism 
against a fracked-gas power plant and storage facility in Rhode Island. You may find a 
recording of the webinar audio and visuals here. Mercy and our faith partners are 
advocating for rules to limit the emissions of methane, a greenhouse gas, from fracking 
operations. You may read more about this work here.  

 

IMMIGRATION 

Mercy Advocates Against Deportations  

Mercy advocates participated in a call-in campaign to President Obama in mid-May, 
urging him to stop plans for immigration raids and deportations of Central American 
children and families who had fled horrific violence. They advocated for immigrants to 
have access to due process and legal counsel so that they can apply for asylum and 

protection in the United States. In addition, the Mid-Atlantic Community leadership team 
along with the Leadership Conference of Women Religious (LCWR) and other faith-
based groups signed onto a petition to President Obama and the Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security Jeh Johnson urging an extension of protections and 
an immediate stop to the deportations of these vulnerable immigrants. The Institute 
Justice Team signed onto a letter urging these officials to grant Temporary Protected 
Status for Central American immigrants, a measure that would recognize the horrific 
violence in those countries and shield immigrants from deportation. 

 

West Midwest Community Participates in Billboard Campaign 

The Sisters of Mercy West 
Midwest Community has joined 
nine other communities of Midwest 
Catholic Sisters calling on citizens, 
President Barack Obama, and 
federal, state, and local politicians 
to work together to welcome 
refugees. Through billboards and 
a postcard campaign to elected 

officials, the communities hope to ensure potential candidates and voters remember 
this critical issue when they head to the polls in November. The West Midwest 
Community has placed a billboard in Omaha.

 

NON-VIOLENCE 

 

https://franciscanaction.adobeconnect.com/p58a00s2rf3/?launcher=false&fcsContent=true&pbMode=normal
http://www.nrpe.org/uploads/2/4/4/7/24473122/ipl_epa_methane_statement_may_12_2016.pdf


Solidarity with Ngäbe People in Panama Continues 

Mercy has stepped up advocacy in support of the Ngäbe people in Panama as they 
face imminent flooding of their lands by the government to make way for the opening of 
the Barro Blanco dam. Panamanian Sister Tita Lopez and other Mercy sisters have 
accompanied the Ngäbe Indigenous Community for many years as they have 
witnessed against construction of the dam. The encampment of the indigenous had 
been broken up by authorities in May and the government declared it was going to do 
a test flooding of the dam area.  Mercy advocates have often joined in advocacy with 
the Ngäbe people, most recently with emails to Panamanian officials and investors in 
the dam. Sister Anne Curtis of the Institute Leadership Team wrote a letter directly to 
the U.S. ambassador in Panama encouraging engagement with the Panamanian 
government to suspend the flooding and protect the lives and lands of the Ngäbe.  The 
Institute Justice Team has advocated with the State Department, congressional offices 
and journalists as part of a global effort to draw international attention to the situation. 
You may sign a petition here to urge the Panamanian government to cancel the dam 
project and avoid flooding the Ngäbe’s ancestral land. 

 

Meeting Participants Advocate for Action on Honduras 

In response to the human rights crisis in Honduras, 365 participants at the West-
Midwest Spring 2016 Consultation Network meetings signed a letter to Secretary of 
State John Kerry urging him to stop providing weapons and training to the Honduran 
military and police. Instead, he is urged to support an independent U.N. sponsored 
commission to investigate human rights violations in Honduras. You may read here a 
report on the violence in Honduras by a delegation of Mercys who met with human 
rights defenders there in December, and an article here on Mercy advocacy this month.  

Vermont Associate Engages Students in Countering Trafficking 

A student in Mercy Associate 
Susan Ryan’s class at the 
University of Vermont speaks 
with pedestrians about 
human trafficking in 
downtown Burlington, VT. 
Susan, a professor and 
executive director of the 
university’s Center on 
Disability and Community 
Inclusion, is a member of the 
Vermont Critical Concern 
Advocacy Team and decided 
to bring her concerns about 
human trafficking to campus. 

She designed a course on the issue through the College of Education and Social Work, 

https://www.rainforest-rescue.org/petitions/1051/panama-don-t-evict-ngaebe-families-for-the-barro-blanco-dam
http://www.sistersofmercy.org/files/images/Justice/Initiative/2015-Honduras-delegation-report---Eng.pdf
http://globalsistersreport.org/news/environment/women-religious-join-those-bringing-attention-day-justice-murdered-honduran


and the 27 students were so engaged with the topic that they began raising awareness 
and challenged the university to ban all non-fair trade chocolate on campus. 

 

WOMEN 

Mercys March Against Gender Violence in Argentina  

Mercy sisters and associates 
participated June 3rd in marches in 
various cities throughout Argentina 
to protest gender violence and to 
claim the need for attention to 
women’s rights. Issues highlighted 
included the lack of policies for 
women by the current government, 
which shut down several state 
programs recently. In 2015 in 
Argentina, there were 275 
recorded femicides, or murders of 
women because of their gender.   
 
 
 

Sisters Urge Women Senators to Sponsor Anti-Trafficking Legislation 

U.S. Sisters Against Human Trafficking has launched a campaign to encourage all 20 
women senators to co-sponsor S. 1968, the Business Supply Chain Transparency on 
Trafficking and Slavery Act. The legislation would require certain companies to disclose 
what measures they have taken to identify and address conditions of forced labor, 
slavery, human trafficking, and the worst forms of child labor within the company’s 
supply chains. Sister Karen Donahue, a justice coordinator for the West Midwest 
Community, participated in a meeting of women religious with Senator Debbie 
Stabenow’s staff. You may contact your legislators here. 

 

OTHER CRITICAL CONCERNS ENGAGEMENT 

Mercy Prepares for One-Year Anniversary of Laudato Si 

As the one-year anniversary of the pope’s encyclical neared, Mercy Sister Moira Flynn 
welcomed associates and staff at Colegio Santa Ethnea in Buenas Aires, Argentina, to 
a day of celebration and reflection. Participants committed to becoming ever more 

http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/take-action/legislative-action/women-senate-campaign/business-supply-chain-transparency-trafficking-talking-points/
http://www.sistersagainsttrafficking.org/take-action/legislative-action/women-senate-campaign/business-supply-chain-transparency-trafficking-talking-points/
http://cqrcengage.com/sistersofmercy/app/onestep-write-a-letter?6&engagementId=219473


aware of the interconnectedness of 
everything in the universe and their 
responsibility to change attitudes 
and systems that endanger the 
survival of Earth. Elsewhere, Sister 
Corlita Bonnarens has a piece in an 
art exhibit in Ferguson, Missouri, 
honoring the encyclical’s one-year 
anniversary, which is June 18th. 
Mercy sisters are leading reflections 
on Laudato Si at Mercy centers in 
Rochester, N.Y., and Belmont, N.C., 
and Mercy sisters Constance Kozel 
and Barbara Craig and Associate 
Beth Achukewicz took leadership for 

an outdoor celebration of the encyclical for St. Therese’s parishioners in Shavertown, 
PA. You can find here ways of participating in the anniversary with the Global Catholic 
Climate Movement, and here ways of participating with the U.S.-based Catholic 
Climate Covenant. Let us know how you are celebrating Laudato Si; contact 
justice@sistersofmercy.org, and be sure to include photos, if you can. 

Mercy Reflection Groups Look at Root Causes of Concerns 

Sisters Cecilia Baranowski, Nancy 
Audette and Carmela Garofalo 
protested at the Niagara Bottling 
Company's construction site hear 
Hartford, CT. They are studying and 
reflecting on the proposed project’s 
impact on the local water supply and 
community as participants in Mercy 
International Association’s year-long 
reflection process. Theirs is among 30 
small groups meeting around the 
Institute, and a couple of hundred 
Mercy groups meeting around the 
world, to explore issues related to 

Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. The groups are 
now identifying some of the root causes of issues such as lack of access to clean 
water, recent instances of police brutality against people of color, the refugee crisis in 
Europe and fracking concerns in Australia. You may read about some of the groups’ 
work here. For more information about the process, contact Marianne Comfort at 
mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org 
 

Mid-Atlantic Community Reflects on Consumerism 

http://laudatosiweek.org/
http://www.catholicclimatecovenant.org/Default.aspx?PageID=19985113&A=SearchResult&SearchID=2794617&ObjectID=19985113&ObjectType=1
mailto:justice@sistersofmercy.org
http://www.mercyworld.org/mercy_global_action/project-contentpage.cfm?pid=E220247F-BB4D-5777-D7B326F931C981F9&pgid=1D6A414C-B24D-C314-7A6A5402774C5F78
mailto:mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org


The Mid-Atlantic Community’s Critical Concerns Committee is designing a process to 
engage members in reflecting on their individual choices as consumers, as follow-up to 
a focus on sustainability at the Community’s Assembly in April. The committee had 
engaged the Community in a yearlong preparation involving prayer, reflection and 
discussion of articles and videos and input gathered through small gatherings and a 
Community-wide survey. The process centered largely on the work of Joanna Macy, an 
environmental activist and scholar of deep ecology, that explores how to evoke 
creative, compassionate transformational responses to the ecological crisis of our time. 
In an attempt to ensure that all sisters and associates were able to participate, the 
committee also used materials concerning “subtle activism” such as prayer and 
meditation. The Assembly then voted overwhelmingly to engage as a community in 
reflection on our individual choices through the use of an “ecological examen.” 

 

SAVE THE DATE 

Join Mercy at March for a Clean Energy Revolution July 24
th

  

The Sisters of Mercy’s Extended Justice Team (XJT) invites Mercy sisters, associates, 
companions, co-workers, students and friends to participate in the March for a Clean 
Energy Revolution in Philadelphia July 24th. The march, scheduled right before the 
Democratic National Convention, will call on the presidential nominee to urge a ban on 
fracking and develop a path toward a 100% renewable energy future. The XJT is 
among many faith groups endorsing the march. To join Mercy at the march, contact 
Marianne Comfort at mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org

 

RESOURCES 

Catholic Groups Release Pope Francis Election Guide 

Mercy’s Extended Justice Team is among several Catholic organizations that have 
prepared and endorsed “A Revolution of Tenderness: A 2016 Election Pope Francis 
Values Reflection Guide.” The guide touches on issues related to Mercy’s critical 
concerns, and poses questions to consider when examining the positions of 
candidates. You may find the guide here. 

 

Updated Mercy Advocacy Information Available 

You can find the most up-to-date Mercy justice information on the Institute website 
here. And please sign up to advocate on issues of most concern to you. 
 

Please Tell Us How You are Addressing the Critical Concerns 

We welcome all news items and photos for the monthly publication of Mercy Justice 
Highlights. Please send items to mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org.  

http://workthatreconnects.org/foundations-of-the-work/
http://blog.jesuits.ca/index.cfm/2014/10/29/Ecological-Examen
http://www.cleanenergymarch.org/
http://www.cleanenergymarch.org/
mailto:mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org
mailto:mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org
https://popefrancis16.com/
http://www.sistersofmercy.org/what-we-do/social-justice-advocacy/
http://cqrcengage.com/sistersofmercy/app/register?3&m=10301
mailto:mcomfort@sistersofmercy.orgmailto:mcomfort@sistersofmercy.org

