
 

 
 

Gospel Women 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
Leader: Glory to you, God of Love, 
 
All: Help us to remember all the women who have shown us your love. 
 
Leader: Glory to you, God of Grace, 
 
All: Help us to remember the gifts we have received from the women  
 who have come before us. 
 
Leader: Glory to you, God of Hope, 
 
All: Help us to hold in prayer women of courage who speak Your Truth. 
 
Reading 1: Luke 1: 39-45 
During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town 
of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, 
filled with the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are 
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the 
moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb 
leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the 
Lord would be fulfilled.” 



 

Response 
Love came – a woman trusted – 
Responded with faith – traveled to serve – 
Received blessing – strength for the journey. 
 
Reading 2: Letter from Catherine McAuley to Sister M. de Sales White, 
December 20, 1840 
We have one solid comfort midst this little tripping about: our hearts are always 
in the same place, centered in God – for whom alone we go forward – or stay 
back. Oh may He look upon us with love and pity, and then we shall be able to do 
anything He wishes us to do – no matter how difficult to accomplish or painful to 
our feelings. 
 
Response 
A woman of faith – responded to needs – 
Welcomed others – imparted mercy – 
Sent them forth – united in prayer. 
 
Reading 3: Mark 7: 24-29  
Soon a woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit heard about him. She came 
and fell at his feet. The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by birth, and she 
begged him to drive the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the 
children be fed first. For it is not right to take the food of the children and throw it 
to the dogs.” She replied and said to him, “Lord, even the dogs under the table 
eat the children’s scraps.” Then he said to her, “For saying this, you may go. The 
demon has gone out of your daughter.” When the woman went home, she found 
the child lying in bed and the demon gone. 
 
Response 
A marginalized woman – risked all – 
Challenged power – spoke truth – 
Received hope – strengthened through faith. 
 
Song 
 
Questions for Reflections and Sharing 
Who are the women who have shown you God’s love? 
Who are the women who have encouraged you in ministry and service? 
Who are the marginalized women of our day that need our support as they speak 
truth to power? 
 
Litany of Women 
Please name the women from your reflection and sharing – 



 

Closing Prayer 
God of love, we place before you the names of women who have gone before us. 
May the love we have received from them be shared with those whose lives we 
touch. May the gifts they have given us be shared for the common good. And may 
those women who are suffering from speaking the truth know the peace of your 
presence and the support of their sisters. Amen. 
 
Song Suggestions 
Any form of the Magnificat 
“Gospel Women,” Carol Debruin on the CD Songs from Emmaus 
 


