
The immigrant detention center in Dilley, TX – identified by a sign as South Texas Family Residential Center – is one of the largest 
centers in the U.S. It is operated by the Department of Homeland Security and managed by Corrections Corporation of America (CCA). 
As a private prison corporation, CCA has benefitted from the 2009 immigrant detention quota to fill 34,000 detention beds daily. 
Sister Anne Connolly, RSM, recently visited the detention center in Dilley and shares her observations. Please spend some time 
considering this issue and, in doing so, reflect on the question “What is being done to help others live a better life?”   

IMMIGRATION 
Congress ensures Private Prison Profit with an 
“immigrant detention quota” or “bed mandate.”  
Every day individuals and families are separated 
often without explanation of the detention. 
Immigrants are not guaranteed the right to legal 
counsel free of charge. Without power or 
resources they remain at the detention centers.

RACISM 
For immigrants who have grown up in the U.S. 
and have committed a crime, subjecting them to 
an additional layer of incarceration based solely 
on their immigration status unjustly punishes 
them due to their identity. This also denies a 
chance at the redemption afforded all other 
individuals in society. The majority of workers in 
Dilley were not Spanish-speaking; the women do 
not speak English.  

EARTH 
A severe and prolonged drought in four Central 
American states jeopardizes food and nutrition 
security across a region of two million persons 
according to the concern voiced by the United 
Nations World Food Program. The drought will 
cause a surge in refugees, and environmental 
migration is the reason. 

NONVIOLENCE 
Though the state-of-the-art facility seems 
nonviolent, the immigrants detained there 
seem vulnerable and traumatized as they await 
possible deportation to their violent home 
countries. 

WOMEN 
Women who are detained here with their 
children need to pay a bond of $7,500 to 
$15,000 for release. They have no right to 
counsel even though they have a just cause to 
enter the U.S. Women are discouraged from 
grouping together, for fear that they are 
organizing. Imagine their trauma, worry and 
concern.  
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