
According to the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, each evening across the United States, 
1,750,000 men, women, and children come from job searches, work, and school to a shelter or a  

public space. They have no home, no place of their own. Homelessness touches each of our Critical Concerns. 
Please spend some time considering this issue and, in doing so, reflect on the question  

“What is not being done to help others live a better life?”   

IMMIGRATION 
 Fear of deportation and misconceptions about 

housing eligibility leave immigrants 
susceptible to housing discrimination and 
homelessness.  

 Fear of deportation not only endangers the 
homeless person but also the friend who takes 
the homeless person in “until the landlord 
notices additional occupants.”   

RACISM 
 Disproportionate poverty and homelessness 

among persons of color will continue unless 
racial equity is addressed.  

 Homelessness is structural racism stemming 
from poverty, housing and employment 
discrimination and lack of access to affordable 
housing. 

EARTH 
 Homeless persons have higher rates of 

chronic health conditions, greater exposure to 
extreme weather and poorer protection from 
the elements, according to the National 
Coalition for the Homeless. 

 Disrupted weather patterns will impact 
agriculture and force persons to migrate to 
other lands and risk homelessness.   

NONVIOLENCE 
 Shelters are overcrowded, and the national 

average of homeless persons who have no place 
to sleep is more than 40%. Many cities have 
adopted bans on sleeping in parks and cars, 
which addresses the situation of a homeless 
person as a criminal issue rather than a social 
issue, and leads to potential harassment and 
punishment from authorities.  

 In addition to the experience of domestic 
violence, when a victim decides to leave their 
abuser, they often lose their home and sense of 
security. They can experience additional 
insecurity as they wait for the possibility of a new 
home. WOMEN 

 There is a hidden homeless population of 
mothers and children. As mothers struggle to 
find shelters and temporary work, children 
struggle with embarrassment and isolation.   

 Health issues, such as asthma and speech 
problems, occur at higher rates in children who 
are homeless.   

 Access to education is a challenge for homeless 
children, who are more likely to get poor grades, 
be held back and drop out of school.  
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